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' •■ TO THE RIGttT ' HONOURABLB 

'TH-B" EARX OF BRISTOL,' 
., BISHOP OF DERRT. 

Mt Lord, 
T~\E,D I CATIONS, in general, are 
^-fio fulfome and Ijeavy, that they 
difguft even the perfons to whom they 
are'addrelfed: As for mej I wUl not 
praiie you, becaufe every one praifes 
you:' -I have feen many countries; 
and in every town where you have 
lefided, I have heard a, repetition 
of the fame elogiums on the good- 
nefs of your heart, the fweetnefs 
of your manners, and the charms 
of your wit. The moft refpeiftable 
'a 3 and 
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and the moft accompliflred perfon* 
were tb^f? )yJ>,o , pra^ijed vsu moft, 
I beg your Lordfliip to accept this 
tpHjte ^aiatoof of jpy fft5eia,?P94 
to believe that I am, with the tnoft 
fincereattadimentj'an'AWith'tiiS moft 
profound refpedt. 



My Lord, 

- r- ,'xor.-;. .,!■:::.- :, 

:y.<*irI,0td<Mp'6lSttft'ftui»bIe ' 



D,gn,-.rihyG00^le 



f K» 1 



.;? R.:;i; , ¥ A :C Ut 

I could prefent to the publidc two 
hlin(Jre(J letters; I (tffer ^hem tw«^t)r, 

Jifcawfc I nought I fliDDl4 lliew tbetn 
WWewfpS^ l»y pu^liflnng a h\mds%i 
P?g«S, . wWch, they might ^ad twice, 
tliso hy ^JWting s thoii&nd, of whid^ 
they WPuld never read half. 4s tq 
^erifeiu pf ftyle, none- will be found, 
fpr it is an EngUfliroan who writes; 
In a plain ftyle wiU be found fems 
idea^ ^nd truth. 



The notes bfciwecD [}a[« added bytfae tranOator* 
a 4 The 
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C via 5^ 

The author paffing through Potfdam 
iSnt Sis bfiok to tl» Kii^. "kis 
Majefty honoured him with the 

ovMwRJog .anfwei5..3i_.i., > r-,^ , 

M^HreJir. '•^'h a tnkie ttleiiett''qti% 

ih ''effet -aA; ''MaV'iiiliM'virPM 
srise-bettHs 'iiiint-ifiicHA Ci 'fifa Ai 
i§ihiral"-litiijoV'"C6nltl 'de GoehM qUi 
Brorirs-ilif'iiiii ycmduiri. 6f ife 'vou's 
prefmter, & fur ci"'Je" prie 'Dim 
qu'il-vous ait, Monfieur de Sberhck, 
^f .fi ffinK-JSy.dizne^ -gfltdl> ■ - ., :• 

Potfdam, ce I o 
Juillet,i779. FREDERIC. 
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[ 1 ]• 

LET T E R S 

FROM AN 

ENGLISH TRAVELLER. 



LETTER 1. 



Berlin, OS. lo, 1777. 
' I ■" H E King of Pmffia is every 
"*• where known as a great king, a 
great warrior, and a great politidan; 
but he is not every where known as 
a great poet and a good man* Mar- 
cus AureUus, Horace, Machiavel, and 
Gxfar, have been his models, and he 
has almoft furpaiTed them all. I have 
never heard of a human being that 

B was 
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was perfedl; and this monarch alfo 
has his faults; but take him for all 
in all, he is the greateft man that 
ever exifted. 

At the beginning of his life he 
publiflied his A;iti-Machi^veJ, and this 
was one of the completeft ftrokes of 
Machiavelifm that «rer he made. It 
was a letter of recommendation of 
himfelf that he wrote to Europe at 
the. inftant wiiein he had formed the 
plan of feiiing Silelia. 
.: To his iubjei£l:s.he is th^ jufteft-of 
fovereign? :■ to his neighbours he is 
the moll: dangerous of heroes; his 
neighbours fhudder at him, his fub- 
jeiSts adore him. The Pruffians are 
pDoud ofi fheir Great Frederick, as 
they always flyle him.. They fpeak 
of him with the utmoft freedom,. and 
. . at 
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at the fame time th^t they crkkifc 
feverely fome of .his taftesi they give 
him the higheft elogiums. He was 
told that fome one had fpoken ill of 
him. He afked if that perfon had 
100,000 men? He was anfwered, No. 

* Very welj,* faid the king, * I can do 

* nothing; if he had 100,000 men, 

* I would declare war againft him.' 

Of all the charadlers of the prefent 
age, that of this prince has been the 
moft millaken ; and the reafon is, that 
two parts of his charatfter have been 
confounde*^, and only one judgement 
formed on two points, each of which 
requires a feparate opinion. The King 
of Pruffia has occafioned the death of 
fome thoufands of men; and the King 
of Pruffia is a merciful, tender, and 
companionate prince. This feems a 
B 1 contra- 
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contradiftion; and it is a certain truth, 
• He muft firft be confidered as a con- 
queror, where it is not permitted to 
liften to the voice of humanity. When 

- heroifm is out of the queftion, we 
muft examine the man. It will be 
faid that this is a fubtlety. I deny it, 
and appeal to hiftoryr What clemency 
more acknowledged than that of Julius 

- Gaefar? What conqueror has fhed more 
tbloQd? 

" ^Iiown to you, that, when I entered 
Pruflia, I had fonie prejudices againft 
the king: thefe are the reafons that 
made me change my opinion. 

He was forced to marry the queen ; 
and though he has never lived with 
her, fhe loves him, becaufe he has 
always treated her with refpeiSt, and 

-:has always fliewn her many little at- 
tentions. 
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tentions. She has a palace at Berlin, 
and another at SchenhaUfen, where 
Ihe paffes the fvimmer. Her court, 
which ihe holds twice a weeic, is bril- 
liant and numerous, becaufe it is 
known that the king is pleafed with 
the refpedl that is (hewn her. She 
has fome hefitation in her fpeech; 
but Ihe is the belt princefs in the 
world, and. the king efteems her 
highly. 

The princefs Amelia is opprefled 
with infifrtiities and years. She has 
loft the ufe of one arm and the fight 
of one eye. She has wit and an im- 
proved underftanding ; and the king 
never goes to Berlin for five hours 
but he palTes three with his fifter. 

The following incident was related 
to me by her Royal Highnefe the 
; , . B 3 reigning 
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reigning Dutchefs of -Brunfwick* : 
While Ihe had the fmall-pox, the 
king went to fee her; fhe was thought 
to be in great danger; he threw him- 
felf on his knees by her bed-fide, 
kiffed her hand, and bathed it with 
tears. What a moment for a Ri^bens 
to paint the moft formidable monarch 
in Europe paying this tribute of len- 
fibility to a fifter whom he loved! 
And what a companion for the pi£lure 
of Coriolanas +, at the inftant when that 
hanghty Roman was factfificing to an 
emotion of tendernefs his life, his 
glory, and his revenge! 

I* Styled by Dr. Moore, in his late * View of 
Society andMantiers id France^' &c. the king'i 
favourite fifler.] 

■f The king has befpoke this piflure ; and it 
h now ^hnolt finilhcd by ihe celebrated Banoni 
at Home. 

Man 
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Man is a difcohtented animal;' hje 
loves to complain : the king's fub- 
je£ts complain of tax^, and I have 
never feen any fubjedts who do not 
complain of taxes. The Prufliarts 
complain lefs than any others, and 
the reafon is evident : the govern- 
ment is even and fteady, and the 
weight of the taxes does not alter, as 
in other countries; it is always -the 
fame. Men every w.here take plei- 
fure in fpeaking ill of their fovereign: 
God knows there never was a better 
king than ours, and his fubjeits fpeak. 
ill of him every day. To me there- 
fore it is a very ftrong proof that the 
Great Frederick, is good, that his fub^ 
jedts lay little ill of him, and much in 
his commendation. But here is ano- 
ther proof much ftronger : he has never 
B 4 , put 
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put: a man to death '^; and when I 
tell you that he lives without guards, 
I fancy you will allow that to be a 
proof Of his feeling inwardly that he 
has never done an unjuft a(ftion. 



L E T T E R II. 

Berlik. 

T) L U T A R G H and Shakfpeare have 
**• ftiewn great men in their night- 
caps and flippers. I cannot Ihew you 
his Pruflian Majefty in his night-cap, 
for he never wears one; he acquired 
a habit in his youth of fleeping bare- 
headed in order to harden himfelf. 
Nor has he any flippers, for as foon 

r* The author mud doubtlefs mean in time 
of peace, by the civil Avord. In war, in battle, 
how many thoufands have been put to death by 
him and his military executioners !j 

as 
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as he leaves hi$ bed he puts on his 
boots. It is known that he rifes at 
four, that he goes to bed at nine, 
that he procraftinates nothing, that 
he is fond of jefting, that he eats a 
great deal of fruit, that he plays on 
the flute every evening, that he 
paBes moft of his time at Sans-fouci 
in his old boots, and that he governs 
' Europe. 

I faw him three times; the two 
firft were at the review at Potfdam; 
the fun fhone bright, and 40,000 men 
were divided into two bodies to form 
a battle. An old general told me in 
the evening at fupper at the Prince 
Hoyal's, that, if I had been in an 
engagement, I (hould not have had 
fo perfeft an idea of a battle as that 
which I had received. To pretend 
to 
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to give you a defcription of it would 
be as abfurd as impoflible : read thofe 
of Homer and Taflb; aH that they fay- 
is true, efpecially this ftanza: 

In tanta ilj»!, ebe ne^ celejt't tanipi 
V(i piu feiiipre avanzando, e in alto afcende^ 
L'armi percafe, e ne trae fiamme^ e lanipi 
TremuU e chiari, dnde le vijte qffende. 
Uaria par di favilk intorit^ avampty 
E quafi d'alto imendio in forma fplende ; 
E €0* fieri tsUriii il fuono accorda 
DelferrofcoJJh^ e le campagne affiirda. I. 75. 

Mean time the fun above th' horizon gains 
The rifing circuit of th' ethereal plains; ' ' 

The poiilh'd arms reflefl ht9 dazzling l^ht. 
And flrike with flaOiing rays ^he aching light. 
Thick and more thick the fparkling gleams afpire, 
Tin all thechampain feems to glow with fire; 
While mingled clamours echo through the meada, 
Theclalh of arms, the neigh of trampling fleeds. 
Hoolc. 

But 
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But it is one of thole things which 
muft be feed to have an idea of it. 
There are a thoufand circumftances 
which produce an efFect'on the fpec- 
tator, and none on paper. The inftant 
of my feeing the enemy's army ap- 
pear at a diftarice (for that of the king 
was on the ground before my arrival) 
made a ftrorig impreffion on me ; and 
from that moment, at every ftep which 
the two armies advanced towards feach 
qther, the expetStation of the fpec- 
tators was heightened, and the intereft 
increafed. The filence of their ap- 
proach was Grecian *■■*. The king's 
party was defeated ; and the order 
which he maintained in his retreat 
is inconceivable. In two' hours there 

][i folemn Clencc march'd the valiam Greeks, 
was 
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was only ten minntes confufion : near 
the hill where I ftood, there was an 
eminence covered with trees, whix;h 
commanded the field of battle ; each 
party was defirous of feizing this poft,; 
and fome fquadrons of cavalry came 
from both fides full gallop, in filence, 
till the inftant of their entering the 
wood; they then gave loud fliouts, 
and fought with fwords and piftols : 
frelh troops came from each fide to 
their affiftancc, and all fhouted. The 
vivacity of this moment is inexpref- 
iible. As I know nothing of the art 
military, 1 cannot give you the par- 
ticulars of any evolution; but the re- 
gularity and the quicknefs with which 
the Pruflian foldier performs every 
thing, aftonifii the military of all 
other nations. 

The 
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The battle ended, the imagination 
faw thefe pifhires of Taffo: 

Pien tutio il campo i di fpcTs^te lance , 
Di rottifcudi e di troncaio arne/e: 
Difpade at petti, alle fquariiate fance 
Altre confine y aitre par terra jiefe% 
Di corpi altri Jupini, a/tri coi veltiy 
^aft mordendo il fuel, aljuol rivoltL 

* Giace il cavalla al fuo /ignore appreffo; 
Giacc il conipagno appo il compagno ejlinto; 
Giace il neinico appo il nemico; e fpejfo 
Sul mono il viva, U vincitor ful vikto. 
Non v'e Jiienzie, e non v'e grido efpreJfo% 
Ma odi un non fo cbe roco, e indijlinto. 
Fremiti di furor, mormori d' ira, 
Gemili di chi langue, e di cbi fpira, 

X3C.50, 51. 

O'erfpread with Diattcr'd arms the ground ap- 
pears. 
With broken bucklers, and wi[h fliiver'd fpears. 
Here fwords are ftuck in haplcfs warriors kill'd. 
And ufelefs there are fcatcer'd o'er the field. 

* It is a tradition among the Icaliaa poets that thii 
Hanza colt TalTo tea months. 

Here, 
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Here, on their face, the breathlefs bodies lie; 
There turn iheir ghaftly features to the (ky. 

Befide his lord the courfer prefs'd the plain ; 
Eefide his ■flanghter'd friend (he friend is flain : 
Foe near to foe; and on the Tanquilh'd fpread 
The Tiftor lies; the living on the dead! 
An undilttngtiiili'd din is heard around, 
Mix'd is the mnrmur, and coirfus'd the found: 
The ihreais of anger, and the foldier's cry, 
The groans of thofe that fall, and thofe that die. 

■ H09k. ■ 

The imagination, I fay, formed 
thefe pi*5tures, and the heart congra- 
tulated itfelf that they were but ima- 
ginary. 

If I had great curiofity' to fee two 
armies engaged, I had much more 
to fee the king. At length he came: 
■he was not fo tall as i expeiSled^ this 
circumftance excepted, he anfwered 
all the ideas that I had formed of him: 
2 his 
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his air aad countenance- befpokfi the 
king, the hero, and the man of ge- 
nius. Thinking I could never fee 
enough of him, 1 kept dofe to him 
a]I the way to Sans-fouci. A great 
crowd followed him ; ibrae peafants 
waited to fee him, at the . entrance of 
his palace, and cried, ' tong live the 
' king!' He pulled off his hat feveral 
times to them. This was twice that 
he deceived me; the firft time by his 
itature, the fecond by his politenels. 



LETTER Iir. 

Berlin. 

' I ''IJE next day there was another 

battle : the mancEuvres were 

different; but I did not luiderftand 

them. Before I went to it I vifited th? 

king's 
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king's apartments. You go through 
the eating-parlour and the concert- 
room into the bed-chamber. I aiked 
the • Swifs, ** Which was the king's 
chamber?"-' — * This.' I expected a 
magnificent bed. There was a fine 
alcove at the end of the room, but 
no bed in it.—" Where is the bed?" 
— * There.' Behind a Uttle fkreen, 
in a corner, was a fmall bed, very 
narrow, with curtains of green filk; 
this was his. On the other fide of 
the caftle were feveral beds in the 
fame talte, then occupied by his ge- 
nerals. The carpet on which he fteps 
when he gets out of, bed, is very coarfe. 
There was another fmall couch, where 
fometinies a page ileeps when the king 
is ill, and three or four tables covered 
with books and papers. 

I afked 
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I alk&d my condudlor (a Swifs wit^ 
Who has lived eighteen years Tvith his 
majefly) "* where was the king's ward- 
*' robe?" He replied, * on his back*.' 

The laft time of my feeing him 
w^ at Berlin^ He came thither to 
receive the adieus of the Baron de 
Swieten, minifter from their Imperial 
Majefties, and to give audience to the 
new minifter the Count de Cobenzlt. 

i* Df. Moore has gWeo a lift of the king's 
cloachs; viz. two blue coats, faced witb red, the 
lining of one a little twn s two yellow walftcoats,, 
a good deal foiled with Spanifll fnuffj three pair 
of yellow breeches, and a fuit of blue velvet, em- 
broidered wilb filver, for grand occafions.] . 

■f I had not the honour of knowing this gen- 
t,1eman, as 1 left Berlin two days after bis arrival. 
Bat his coufin, the Count de Cobenzl, who at- 
tended the emperor in his travels, is one of the 
uoft amiable and intercfting chara£lers in Gsv* 
tnanj. 

C The 
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The foreign minifters, the perfons 
who were to be prefented, and t^e 
military, were' all that were at court. 
We were ten Enghfli : the king fpoke 
to the firft and the laft, not on ac- 
count of. their fitoation, but becaufe 
their names ftruck him. The firft 
was major Dalrymple*: To him the 
king faid, ' You have been prefented 
' to me before?' — " 1 aflc your ma- 
** jefty's pardon: it was my uncle.'* 
Mr. Pitt was the laft. The king, 
* Are you a relation of lord Chatham?' 
" Yes, Sire." — * He is a. man whom I 
■* highly efteem/ 

He then went to the foreign mi- 
nifters, and talked more to prince Dol* 
goroucki, the Ruffian ambaiiTador,than 

» Author of " Travels tKroueb Spain and 

to 
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t6 any other. In the midft of his 
converfation with this prince, he 
turned abruptly to Mr. Elliot, the 
Englifh minifter, and afked him the 
name of the duchefs of Kingfton. 
This tranfition was lefs. Pindaric than 
it appears; he had juft been fpeaking 
of the court of Peteriburg, and that 
lady was then there. 



t E T T E R IV. 

Berlin. 

'' I ^HERE never was a fat foldier • 
feen in any country; but' the 
king of Pruffia has not a fat ferjeant. 
A profound knowledge of the cecono- 
my of finance is one of the points in 
which this prince excells ; it is alfo 
C a one 
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dbm grow fat. The money which 
other fovereigns expend on miftreSes, 
pomp, hunting-parties, &g. he em- 
ploys on things that are neceflary, and 
in rewarding merit. Ehiring the time 
that I was at Berlin, the artillery was 
exercifed for a fortnight : an officer of 
that corps told me, that there was 
confumed every day i o o louis d'ors- 
worth of gunpowder. The king is 
not lavifti of his bounties ; but his ge-* 
nerofity to general Leichwitz, to the 
w^idow of colonel Quintus*, and to 
many other perfons of merit, is welt 

[* A faTourite officer whom the king ro- 
manired (we cannot fay chriftened) by the name 
'of ^inius Icilius, on account of iirs profotind 
knowledge of ihe Greek and Roman t&ftics. His 
seal name was Charles Guifcli&rd>j 

r known* 
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known. Every officer with whom" 
you converfe will give you, feme frefli 
jnftancq of -the liberality of his mafter. 

I am fond of my fubje^, and I could 
write to yoq ^ long tinie of the Great 
Frederick,; but after relating a little 
anecdote, I will fay a word of his 
poetry, and then we will proceed to 
Dre&len. 

Two days ^ter my. return from 
Podxlam, poum H^ ** *, a French tra- 
V^Her, whoilodged ^ my hotel, a{ked 
my leave to vifit me. We talked of 
the city, of tli^ manceiivres, of the 
king. At tiea o'clock at. night he 
entered my apartment :-r-* My dear 
* friefid,' faid he, (he had feen me for 
half an hour that morning) * I am 
' come to take leave of you.' — " Why 
f' fo?" — ' The king has juft requeftetl 
G 3 * me 
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' me to quit the town, and I know not 

* thereafon, unlefs it be, that when I 
' wallc the ftreets, I take the plan of 

* any building that ftrikes me.'T^" Ha? 
" the king faid any thing particular of 
** you r" * No,' replied 2ie hrilkly, 
*.he has faid nothing' ill of me, but 

* he thinks the more ; 1 hav^ fent 
' for horfes, and I fet out in .half an 

* hour.' "But," faid I,." I do not fee 
'' the neceiEty of your fetting out in a 
f* night Uke this" (it rainedviolently); 
*^ you may wait till to-morrow." *Par- 

* don me,' replied he, ^ his majefty 
*. may change his mind, to-morrow 

* perhaps he may requeft me to ftay*.' 
This foreigner was not known by any 
one, not even by his own minifter ; he 

* He was apprehenlive of being fcnt to Span- 
feeme^ 
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kerned vrell educated, and was ajjout 
ibrty. 

- "When a ^Qt has a richnefs of 
ideas and of expreffion, every time that 
we read hitrx we. diicover new beau- 
ties.: this is the cafe with Horace and 
with the king of Pruffia, There is not, 
jnoft certainly, an author in the French 
language who has more thoughts, or 
more vigorbus- thoughts, than this 
f«ince. All his produ6tions fpring 
from a ftrong: and brilliant imagina--- 
tion, always regulated by a iblid judg- 
ment, which,. in my opinion, confti- 
lutes the perfe<5tion of genius. 

.;in all his works the mpft fage 
philofophy- and the profoundeft mo- 
rality are blended with the ■ moft 
■poignant wit, and the happieft failles. • 
When, his fubje<5ts admit of it, his 
G 4 ftyle 
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Kyle is no lefs poignant than ems 
phatical. He has emulated HoracCj 
and he has been able to equ4 him 
even in his heft pieces; for in many 
refjpedts the Pindar of the North would 
be dilhonoured by comparing hini 
with the Latin poet. Horace has not 
a more fincere admirer than myfelf, 
but there are many of his wprksi 
which I caantrt read without difgxift. 
One cannot 6nd a itingle middling 
compoiition of the King-Poet ; and no 
enthiifiaft of Hpracp will deny that 
he has many. One cannot find , in 
this prince any mean or indecent 
paffage; Horace abounds with things 
that are vulgar and offenfiye. You 
will anfvver, that the fouls of the 
■Monarch and of Horace were diferentj 
their education diflferent, and their 
fituations 
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fituatioas in life different; this con- 
firms my affertion. I will not always 
determine in favour of his verfifica- 
tion; but in ftrength and vivacity of 
colouring Rubens does not furpafs 
him. 

He has written an epifUe on Tra- 
V£Uing^y in onlcr ^o prevent the young 
Germans from going to ruin them- 
felves at Paris and London'; in thefe 
three verfes he fpeaks of one of thofe 
gentlemen + at his return : 

[* Addrefled to Count Rottembourg.] 
\ I cannot help here mentioning a ftory which 
J heard at Paris of a young German iraTcUet- 
He had been told that the Venetian ambaflador 
^ras to make his entry at court, and that it was ^ 
magnificent (ight: he flew to Vcrfailles, he ar.- 
rived at the chapet-door, from whence he faw 
^he chancellor coming out in a long blue mantle: 
heafks his neighbour, '* Pray, Sir, is that cardi- 
•* Tied in blue the VenittiaQ ambaffador making his 
*f (ntry ?" 

z De 
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' De JIupide qu'il fut, il efi dtoenu f&t, 

■ Et jouant Vetourd'i fans powOotr jamais I'etrCf 
\ Ceft un Jourdaut badin qui fait le petit'tnaitre. 

From ftupid dplt lie grows an errant fotj, 
Afling, QOt being, a blunderhead complete, , 
The waggifli dunce at length becomes a fop. 

How many originals .of more countries 
^han, one does this portrait reprefenti 



LETTER V. 



Berlin. 
T IGHT and heat are every where 
■^-^ difFnfed ' througli the works of 
the philofopher of Sans-fouci. In two 
large volumes of his poetry there is 
not one barren page; and what makes 
them truly precious is, that every 
page breathes the love of humanity. 

I 
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I forefea your objections; and I again 
(demand one opinion for war, and 
another for peace. No man ever 
knew the human heart better than 
Shakfpeare ; - no man ever drew a 
c)iara6ter better. ^This is what he 
puts into the mouth of an amiable 
hero; 

In peace there's nothing fo becomes a maa 
As gcntlenefs and mild humanity; 
But when the blaft of war blows in our ears, 
\x.t us be tigers in -onr fierce depoitment. 

Henry V. ' 

Yqu would think that Shakfpeare 
meant to fpeak of the king of Pruflia. 

Read his odes on War and on the 
^troubles of the JSIqrtb, and then judge 
pf the poet and the man: 

[When 
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Bifllona, (feale to defolate, the I,3iid? 
Why do we fee on every plain and flood 
Such torrents lavifti'd of heroic blood? 
O'er all the earth, .with unrefifted fway. 

Sword, fire, confuiJon, plunder, famine.reigii, 
Nor can the boundtcfs ocean aught furvey 

BntwrecksofSiipsdeftroy'd,andcorfesofiheflain. 
Say, does this fiend, with front of brafs endued. 
Of blood infatlate, though with blood im^iycd* - 
This fiend of war, the world in fetters hold. 
Only to range and wafte it uncontroul'd? 
Old Charon's wherry fuch enormous weight 

Ne'er yet fuftain'dj nor were the fatal flieers 
So.oft eniploy'd, of uncelemiog Fate, - - 

To fnap the vital threads that hold our warriors 
years. 
Inhuman Qifcord, red with carnage^ fbaheB- - 
Her flaming torch, and irritates her fufkcs, 
And, fond of chaos, with eternal ftrife 
Eiabroils 3II nature, ant^ imbicters life: 
Man'serringftepsfromgulphtogulphftieleadf, 
Anddeath, defpair, andtreafdn,allthecrimes 
Which follow and avenge fuch cruel deeds, 

O'crfprcad with cyprefs all our dcfolated climes.j 

What 
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• What tranfportsfcJze toy foul ! What ludclen fires ! 
Some god my fenfes fteals, fomc god infpirca i 
'Tis Fhcebus' felf, his hcat'n-bdrQ gcnins deigns 
To teach my feeble voice immortal ftrains. 
Let all the world an awfoi filencc keep, 
Ye kiogs, ye people, liften to my faiy. 
And let awhile your frantic fury fleep. 
To hear the truths I fing, to hear them and obey. 
Yc judges of mankind, their gods by birth. 
Ye proud oppreffors of this wretched earth, 
Though by your bands dire thunderbolts are 

thrown. 
Though in your chains thefe captive people 

groan ; 
Reftrain the rigour of rcfiftlefe force : 
Thefe are your children, feel what fathers 
feci : 
From all their bofoms, ftabb'd wuhout rcmorfc. 
Streams your own vital flood, and ftains the mur- 
d'rous fteel. 
As a good Ihepherd) provident and wife, 
Defends his darling flock, with watchful eyes. 
From the wolf Vravenous jaws, with gore im- 
brued, 
Or the fierce Hon, prowling for his food, 

[* Mr. Sherlock has quoted only the four following 
flanzas; biit the tranflator has givca ihc ivhulc ode.j 

VVl«a 
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When' from the wood the tyrant flies, thrff 
fears 
Remov'd, ihey foundly fleep or fafely feed. 
And though his Iheep with fondling hand he 
ihears. 
Yet ne'er beneath his knife the harmlefs viftima 
bleed. 
■ A tender monarch, like this Gicpherd fwain. 
Humane in counfels, in defigns humane. 
For public good alone prolongs his days. 
And counts his years by, deeds defervmgpraife: 
Wreaths (lain'd with blood he nobly fcorns to 
wear j 
But to his virtues future glory owes ; 
Such was that ancient, that heroic pair, 
Adrelius, Titus thus to deathlefs honours rofc. 
[Abhorr'd be ihefe iateftine wars, thefe brands 
So widely fcatter'd by Ambition's hands : 
See ! all the univerfe in ruins lies ; 
Earth is a tomb of vaft llupendous fizc : 
What tragic fcenes this theatre difgrace ! 

Europe againftherfoaSjWithftep-dame hate. 
Leads forth a{lonilh'd Alia's powerful race. 
To urge with fpeedier courfe the direful work of 
fate. 

Barbarians 
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. Barbarians fwarmiDg from Siberia's coafh, - 
Affaifitis nurs'd amidft eiernal frofts, 
Cafpians and Tartars, join'd io dread array, 
I fee, retained in Dutch and German* pay ; 
This favagc rage what Daetnoa can infpiFe t 
Europe no more your fury can fuAain, , 
"With fierce diffenfion other worlds to fire, 
A luft for fighting fields tranfports you o'er the 
maiji. 
From your bright raanfion in yon azare iky, 
Goddefs on whom for blifs we all rely. 
So long defir'd, defcend, O lovely Peace ! 
Clofe Janus' dreadful gates, bid Dlfcord ce^e; 
Allinteccft, envy, banifhi and reftore 
To worth, to arts, that fame, that life they 
Want ; 
Then we, amidft our laurels ftain'd with gore. 
Thy myrtles and thy olives joyfully will plant.] 

His Art of War is his mafter-piece, 
and the longeft of his works. You 
will there find the moft lively images, 

\* The amhor might with much more reafon have 
JaidBritifti! This feems to fix the date of the ode to 
the year 1748, when the Ruffians w^rc marching to . 
Flapdflw, which hafleaed the peace.] 

the 
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the boldeft and moft judicious meta« 
phors, a peiicil always manly, always 
majeftic, and an impetuofity in the 
ftyle which Is irrefiftible. 

When one thinks of all the proofs 
\»*ich this prince has given, in war 
and in politics, of the fertility of his 
imagination, and of the folidity of his 
judgment; when one remembers that 
he has always fed his mind with the 
inoft perfeft productions of the anci- 
ent philofophers and poets ; and when 
we know that he has added to this 
whatever could be found in the fociety 
of the moft enlightened men and the 
firft wits of his age; we ihall no longer 
be aftonilhed at the variety of merit 
that is found in his compoiitions. 
■Accept, greit kingf thefe juft enco^ 
miums ; I Jhould n*f have fo highly 
applauded 
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applauded your talents, if I vrere not 
iftiiiy perfi^a^ed of the goodnefs of 
yoUrJlj,?^h., 

Je U dots 4 ^ ^toiXj amme ^ Ifl verity, 

drt tk la Guerri, 
'lleceiTc this pilre ap{)laufe, this homage dae 
To your great name, becaufe 1 know 'tis true. 

Uead his tpiftie to bis Sijler of 
Bareifii^ an her lUnefs, and fee whe- 
ther every Verib does not flow from 
a tender and fgeling heart. 

It wUl be faid that there are faults 
in his poetry; I leave them for the 
SSoUufes to point om ; and I ftall 
clofe my letter with his addrefs to 
young foldiers at the condufipn of 
his ^t of IVar. 
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■ Si voire taaf afpire^ a l& JuhUf^.tlmre, . , ■ -■ 
.. Sachez vainer e, etfur-^tout.uferdelaviSlofr^ , 
" hephs gr'anS-deiRoniatai, farfeifucces * divers^ 
Le jour qu'afon pouvoir ilfoumit runiversy '■ • ' 
Sauvafes ennemis dam les champs da PharfaU, 
Voyez a Fontenoy, Louis iont Vamt egale\ ^ 
Douce "dans fis fucch, foalage iet vaincut, - 
Vefi un Dieu bitafaifant dont ihfont fecouras\ 
Jh balfent €n p(£urant ia main quiles de/arintt 
Sa vdUur les/ouJMt, JatcUmence Us charme^ 
Dans le fein des fureurs la bonis trouve lieu, 
^ Si vaincre efi d'un Heros,pardonner eft Sun D\;u. 
^ T!"o lieights p( glory if your heart afplrcs, 
"Know How to tOnquer, and your conqucft ufe": ' 
x:Xh^grieacfift,-,igo(l fucccfrfui -f- Roijoan-cbidt,' ' 
On that famM-day when he fubdu'd the -worlds 
Sav'd ev'n his Toes in dire Pfiarfalia's field. 
' Lewiswirfi-Qijtial mind at,Foi)teni3y»; ' 
Mild in fuccefs^ his vanqulfli'd foes confolest ' 
tike a good deity his aid be gives: 

- With tears thejt traihe the hand that has dif- 
■, ; ; acm'd.^thgrn^; ,,; ,. .! ' . 

- His valour conquers, and his, mercy charms i , 
With goodnefs war's dire horrors he allays \ 
Heroes may vanquiQi, but 'tis God forgiTCS. " 

,. * Cotnme [wlitiqiie, ecrivain, et conqiierant. 
'^ As a puIiliciiiD^ a w^iitert and a conc[Meror. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E Ri VI. 

DresdeiT. 
*■ I *HE country of Saxony is very 
**• beautiful, the city of Dtefden 
very pretty, and the court one of tht 
moft amiable in Germany; ttrangers 
no where receive greater civilities: the 
wbmen are mild, lively, and witty ; 
theclimate is fine; the eilvirons plea- 
fant; the fare delicious :' it is indeed 
a charming coantry, and the Saxons 
would be too happy if they had not 
a hero for their neighbour. Ah ! 
dreadful is the neighbourhood of a 
hero or a volcano ! The 'fituation of 
Drefden refembles that of Portici; 
and the inhabitants tremble at a me- 
nace of Frederick, like thofe of Por- 
tici at a rumbling of Vefuvius. An 
', ■ ■- " ' Da old 
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old woman fpofcfi to me of the boHI' 
Irardinent of the fity inllie lafl war, 
with the fame horror 55 of reeoBeiftion, 
and almaft.in thf^isfUf^.t^i^f » a» 
pld man at Portiti fp»^ to me of 
the terrible ae^^tioq fn, I ^t&S. . 

. fJothjn^ gjycs fo.go^fef^ aa inrage 
of. war as.fl?^ lava, Iffa^ne *,pp!j 
country covered wjtlji •opes, p^fljows, 
andcorn: budls fprth^tt^eatotfitf, 
andmanmflant thp nopft briHisotlapfj^ 
fcap* iS: cljagged inJt»,.tl^5 vpfA difn}^ 
piiture.th;* oajureqUiPje^iM. /Jbj^ 
is the hiftojiy pf.an ^fgi^^ofi of yejj 
fuvius: it-is. thst of.thePalatfnateJi|tf 
aa fire bjt Tnrenn«,. ... . . ; , , ..; 

Travellers ^n. ggwral , mat* tow 

(hort a flay at DfejHan, aid they are 

jn the wrong. K is a cornitry l^ghlj 

* Menj mmim^ iforjrif. ;.: i. ; 

BKereifing 
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itiKteMttg to all *h6 are fond of 
flafarai hiiiot-f, piatites, and the 
jbrautiis of ■ nature of " evel-J- kiHd. 
if thS' Prufflans ar* th'e Macedonians 
of Germany, th« Saxons are its Ather 
tnitiS, I have fcarcely fcen a coiin- 
'iiy isrhere thtre is more tafte, or 
iriote chearful and agreeable fociety. 
' It is A the Vati'Can ' that we learn 
id adrfjirfethatoifter-pieces of Raphael; 
(t is aj Brefden ttai \Ve learn to value 
fflepi^r^S of Corregio. Raphael is 
attnott ilfriverfally acknowledged as 
the filohafch of the pitSturefqne king- 
dom. A cffnfol^'r government woulet 
pleafe Me better; I would wiHv him' 
to have Qorregio for his colleague. 
I know that i (hall have all the demi- 
connoiffeurs againft me, and I will 
tell them the reafon ; either they 
D 3 have 
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have not. ften the moft .beautiful 
paintings of tliis iioafter, or tliey have 
feen them fuperfidaHy. His heft 
works are at Parma and Drefden, and 
thefe are two cities that the ttayeller 
fees poft. He paiTes three mornings 
perhaps in this gallery; he, wilhestQ 
fee every thing, and confequently fee^ 
nothing.. ,It .is the f^me fepetitioix 
at Parma; and then he arrives at 
Rome. Jn all thp companies where 
he goes, when painting is the fyb- 
jedl, he hears no one named but Ra- 
phael. If a foreigner rpentions Cori 
regio, the Romans fay, that he has 
great merit ; but they dp not feel what 
they fay ; for th?y h^ve only feen fome 
indifferent piclur^s of his that are at 
Rome: thefe pid^ures they compare 
witl) th^. mafter-pi^ces pf Raphael; 
and 
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'and yBU may iguefs their. Jnferenco. 
The truth is,^ that. they ::efl»em Cor- 
regio as many modern philofbphecs 
adpare Newton, by hear-fay.. , To de- 
teifmine right, the \6/^,^/* Ihduld be 
placed beiid^ the trlansfigmiition', the 
Mzgdaleni^ 'or- the 'Fe^sXy by the 
Galatea; xht St. feroWi the St. George y 

f* The famous iVoWf dt Cprregio^ a nativity, 
is in the duke*s palace at'MbdmarIc U fo far 
a night-piece ;as {kat all ^^e ^bt lof- tba pifiure 
flows from, the infant^ who feems perfeflly to 

' ihtne. . . * T^s tliought hWs been flowed ^ 

■great Dumtjcrs of others^ Wright. ■ _ 

The late general Guife, eqfaatly 'famous for 
his oaths an,4 his^cpnnoiff^urfhi^, uled to fn^^r 
that this pifhire alone would illuminate a dark 
ibom.] " ' . , ■ J . ■:; 

i [rf ThJs is.alfo at Modcna, , Itjg aMag^al^ 
lying alone and reading, wiihher"head railed up 

iand fupported. by .her right fiand. It is mctft 
highly finithed, but rather over laboured., Tl^is 
-famous pit'turt b clofeted iip, and when ihcvwi 

jibcoughj forth witli great folemnJty. 'Wriekt/.} 
' Q An Yneflimable piciure in the p'olIeflKin of 

■jBit Wiilfim H*nUt,^Dt3; ■^: \:rr ;-■;;■ : ■• 

i.'jibd ^ ^ ^'^ 
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or the St:'Seitifliiiii,A>efiie the Stimi 
ef jitieia, and the ;4ther fiftpres of 
the Vatican, 

Tht BoniaDs ire npt gooi judges 
of painting; they detetniine well of 
certain pxrts, la ev^j thin^ lel^i 
ting to compofitkiiT and defigti tiiBir 
judgtaeot is furej and in th^ tiSOi 
points Raphael has no equal. As 
to coldijtihg thejr l;riQwJktle. ofi,:itj; 
j»M86toea to co«fider ilapbael is, 
a perjisii iQO^el, ith$7 ttunk his cch 
louriiig al(b ^tteSt; 'bxii^i filttooa 
of this idea is too notorioas f^n- nje 
to me9tion it, i do not pretend ta 
talk 6f pointing like an jirtift; tut! 
]iave ftudied piAiirei mnch, and \ 
Jha^ always think that one of the 
toft Objefts of painting^ U tgi deceive 
the eye, ^d tP ifial^e the fpe3ata3: 
helieye 
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•twlfeVe tiiwi^tSw 'flgwes which ai* 
.on tbe tanvafs ws not ttiere; in this 
!fux of the ^t GoneglQ is unrivalled. 
The magic- df his petleil abfoluteljr 
dMaohes hii figtSre^ ti^fa the cloth; 
^ahd, with fisfs' relief, th*y have a 
UbftneisO to which na painter has 
ifiiier ' approached. KeKhirig caA be 
fatther ftMn tsiy tl5c*ugKf< than tb 
-aetwifi* frotti the tiftrit tef Raphael; 
'4t> U tod vrett eftahUlhfed; and if I 
-^(xM prove that tie had nont, I 
do not fee that this would add tb 
the reputation of Corregio. All th* 
I aft; is to be allowed that there are 
two fine eye* and two fine eyes; 
whidt travellers wiU not allow, f<A 
(he feafon that I have fnintibned, 

^ AMlUifX u^ Fr^Qcbj imrbida%7» iia Italiair. 
their 
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■ttirir having : forroedL thefc tufts .« 
,B.iome,;ii(!i«teC9r5¥si<>;js.oot known. 
We fliall have anpther reafon for 
■extolling Corregio, when we oora- 
pare hisCtuation <yith that qf R»- 
.'Phael. Pppr an<J . uBctjnnefted, . he 
.lived in a fmall town, where he had 
.no mailer but his genius, no model 
but nature, no attendants but the 
Graces, and the necefiSty of procufc- 
ing bread for his family, to incite 
him. ^ehold Raphael 3t Rome, par 
tronized by the fovereign, courted 
(in oonfequence) by princes and car- 
dinals, hoping to become a cardinal 
himfelf, furrounded by the w.Drfcs of 
-the Gfreeks, and by great artifts: his . 
rivals, who, by their criticirms, -.»t 
once ftimulated and improved him. 
■What advantages over- the poor and 
•:■..'. 4 , amiable 
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I amiable Corregio! :who was obliged 
to go on foot to Farpia, carrying, oc^ 
his back thofe cbef d'oeuvres- d which 
one 3t prefent makes the riches of 
^ cabinep. 

. No pahter ever defigne4 like Ra-' 
phaej; no painter )cnew the clair- 
obfcur fo well as Corregfo: Raphael 
is always correct and noble; Corregio. 
has often i^egUgences; Raphael took 
qiany ide^s ffon^ the ancient fiatues 
and bas-reliefs ; porregio pillaged only 
nature: Raphael has all the majeftic, 
Corregio all the amiable, ,graces. The 
queftion cai^no^ be decided j ^I^aphae} 
is Juno with the girdle of Venus j 
Corregio is Venus herfelf. 

There is a faying of this painter 
which has always pleafed mei The 
pologriefe had defired Raphael to paint 
. ; ; ; them 
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theiA 4 plfture ;•• hS Jits theJH 'ftd 
«eBrated St. Gralia*: ^he fdrfe 6# 
liis woiK bfdugKtCtoigio td Mi/gtii 
to fee it ; after gazittg oil it toi lialf an. 
hourinaptofoundfilence.hefaid, 'M3 
I too am painter.' Teij encfeaWing 
artiff,'yotimight*eUfi(yfo; ahdwMltt 
nien tihS. ih^t ifei 3ttd feeK%s, 
ffiari'jr -whl be of ybiir opirtioh, ■^fiiS 
extUttWtibii U jiitniraMfe, it Ami irie? 
the man-. ' tt is i fijpletioi' gerijtis W/tf 
ftes withoitt jealoiify the mafter-pifeoe' 
of a c6«e(i(iporafy, -who Sa^es tb drf 
him jtiffice,' aiid who, at the fami^ 
time, fenfible t>l his 6*h merit, ex-' 
claims with a noble add modeft flrti-i 
plicity, < And I have alfo talents !* 

[* This picture is io' the chureh of St. Giovanni 
^Mtnte, The S^nt, enraptured with the har- 
Biony of a choir of angels, dalbes all ^er muHcal 
iiiftrumemtf agJliaft the ground. Kev/ler.J 

' ■'■■ This 
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inaiuier: '^W)i?R \ ^mi ^m», bj* 
'•fee? whft <b ttisnj g5g»t;wa>to 

" l^en J? ^i^^iWiopi ft^it J towe not 
"icift w CO.?!??*} ^rsHm am * 

,«;»< _.:. 



pOW JIcH is ! the Biiiverfe in 
delight*! HSow mauj pKafure» 
nwy a vktabiu-and prudent man en- 
joy in his travels! If his^vsjew be to 
feek for amiable ahd enlightened cha^ 
' * Preface to the Sfirit ^ Laws, 
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laflers, be will find thsm everywhelt; 
and if he knows how to value them; 
they wai 'receive him well. Vienna 
has its beautiful lides ; the national 
chwa(ftei'-"is-good, -and thofe whole 
tiducatioa is- the ieaft cultivated may 
there be fafely trufted. Its air is 
healthy," ffiarp, dry, and ^ery cold. 
The ideas which moft ftrike foreigiiers 
are the affability of the court, the 
magnificence of the entertainments, 
and the beauty of the fair fex. Three 
days after my^arrival-I was at a ball^ 
ythere.tj)ff& were thirty .you'dg ladies, 
^hand&me. They;drefs with tafte, 
and danc« >vell. The. Jwft dancer 
wasthe coujltefs Dirheinj. . . She 1 is a 
capqnefs, :and. the moft beautiful ca^ 
nonefs that ev^r was. Of all the 
peifons I have cver.feen, ihe is. at 
,-■' - : -firft 
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firft-fightthfe'nWflrftrifcihg. 'A'jiainrer' 
c6uld find only one fault in he^, and 
that fault is a fmall one. liivfere' 
a poet> I would here draw lier pi<5fcure ; 
but Aripfto has done It; it is his' 
Alcina:- J 

Dipetfma era tanfo ben firmata, 
■^anto m^ ^nger fan fittori indufiri, (^c. 

. A Jhape whcHJrlike In. wax 'twere hard to frame, 
. - Or w eyprcfs hj ikill of pqipters rare, &c. 

Ybu never law fo pretty 'a' rrioul3i;. 
this 'ftknz^ feems made on purpofe 

.., ■ - ^- ' rr ,lr^ ■ 

t6' paint it : 

■ Soilo qutl Jla^ qua/if ra due vallei'te, ^ 
La ■ bocca fparfa di natio cinabro ; < ' 

. ^ive due filzefon dipefk eletUt I _ . 
Che chiude edapre.une hello de doles labrfi; 
^indi efcon le corteji parolette 

■ Da render molle ogni «r rozzo efc^roi 
^iw Ji forma ^Ifiave rifo^ • '1 
C4' apre a fua pofia in terra il Paradifa. 

vii. 13." 
CoDJoiaM 
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C(i»jiii)'4,t9 which i^4ff-:^f.^^f ji^fie- ■ 

Doth ftapd tBe.moijth flsin't^ witt^ ve^i)|!^oil 
hue, ■ ' '■ ■ "■■" '■■•■■■' • '■'■■'-■'' 
*F«(} tows oB preclom pearl ferve, iii their place) ' 

To()lS!ya^ii,i)t.;(iBp!gti5fti(Wli^W .; 
Henpecomethe courteous words,and(uil of gr^ce^,- 

That molliff hard hearts, and make tbeni newi 
Ftom hence proceed thofe fmilings fweet and-nite, 
*rhat feem to i^f: ^ ea^^k'T^^ifei 

The B{kL£B& Clliarles XicfateijiAeiti, 
the Countefe Paar, and the ftmcefi 
Lignolki, are the three prettiefl: WpOjl,??!. 
in Oermapy ;, the CQunfefs WuiTO' 
tirana, and the Countefs Pflq^^qy^ tfi. 
Vienna^ and the pQupteis Loi^ at 
Drefden, a^e the ttoee fineft Gernaan 
women I have feen.- ' Perhaps there 
is a "more beautiful head than tlut 
of the gpijijtefs of Wurmbrand in 
Paradife, but on earth there certainly 
is not. 

As 
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As to Wit, the Gbuntefs Bergen has 
\frtqueft ion ably the raoft ; theCoun- 
tefs Degenfield, wife of the Dutch. 
envoy, is highly accomplilhed and. 
arniable; arid the Baronefs of Rhel- 
Ihach has as much real merit as I have 
feen in my travels, a great deal of 
wit, an, improved underftaoding, and. 
a" good heart ; Ihe is a charming woman 
in every fenfe of the-word. 

Yrtii will fee in Prince Ka.unitz -a ^ 
fuperior genius, and one of tihe greateft.' 
men of the age. - He gives a nioft Jgra.-*i 
clous reception to the Eriglifli, land, 
hasfolne of them every day at his 
tabfe. His houfeis o^en etetfy .even•^ 
trig, and there you will always find 
part of the dij)k)matic body,- which, 
is her« very numerous and' refpec- 
table.- Monfeigneur Gerampi, ^.the 
E Pope's 
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Pope's Nuncio, is fnll of good-nature 
and erudition. He is much beloved 
at Vienna and at Rome, and with rea- 
fbn. There is not an Engli(hman>. 
or any man who Ipeaks truth, who 
pal&s through Vienna, without doing 
Juftice to Sir Robert Keith. He is 
indifputably one of the firil geniufes, 
in Europe : his foul and his under- 
ftanding appear in his eye; it is. a, 
clear, quick, petxetrating, firm eye. 
Few men poffefs like him the fecret 
of plealing every one. 

The houlhold of the Baron de Bre- 
teuil is royally eftabliflied. We were 
five and twenty. Englilh, and this 
ambaffador invited us all every week 
of the Carnaval to a ball and a fup- 
per. There were always more than 
soo perfons, excellent cheer, French 
wines, 
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>rines, Tokay, 8cc. &c. There is no 
houfe here more agreeable than his. 
No idea, I confefs, has given me more 
<3Saxe, in many young travellers of 
diflerent nations whom I have met, 
than that of not doing juftice to per- 
fons of diftinguiihed merit. This 
mode of a&ing appears to me hafe 
ind unworthy of a man well born, 
even if tholje perlbns were unknown 
to us ; but it is the height of in- 
gratitude to fpeak ill of thofe who 
have fliewn u& civilities, to difown 
their favours, or even to be filent 
vrhen aa occaifion offers of fpeaking 
of them. 

Vienna is perhaps the beft city in 

Europe to teach a young traveller the 

.manners of the great world: at his 

arrival he will be introduced into all 

E a the 
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the beft Hoiifes ; and if he is anEng?* 
lifliman, he -will meet with the moffi 
flattering reception, becaufe Sir Ro^ 
bertKeith, who is univerfallyefteemed,' 
accompanies him every where ; ■ bull 
every foreigner is well received, efpe- 
cially by the ladies, who are. very well 
bred, and extremely amiable. 

You will afterwards be entertained 
according to your defert^ if you are 
Ample in your manners, and- noble 
in all your proceedings, you will, be 
enchanted with Vienna; and if, when 
you leave the country,- you do not 
make its elogiumj you will be your 
own fatirift. 



- LETTER 
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LETTER Vm. 

Vienna, 
'TT' HERE are here a . Germaa 
"^ theatre and an Italian one, 
hoth bad. There is only one woman* 
%vho has merit. Though ihe has 
neither beanty nor air, flic plays 
with fiich judgment, and has fuch 
expreiTion in her-looks, heradtions, 
and her cadence, that ilie even in- 
terefts thofe who are unacquaintec^ 
with the language. 
-' You will here fee fome fingular 
fights; the proceiRon of the knights 
of the golden fleece is fuperb;,the 
Hungarian guards, who come to court 
on New-year's-da}', are the inoft bril- 
liant troop in Europe; but the mofl: 

* La Sacco. 

- ■ ■ E 3 ftriking 
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ftriking fight, and which is really 
beautiful, is the courfe of traineaux. 
The Archdutchefs of Milan, the Arch- 
dutchefs Mary-Elizabeth, and thePrin. 
cefs Schwarzenberg, were conduced 
by the Archduke of Milan, the Arch- 
duke Maximilian, and Prince Albert of 
Saxony: they were followed by twenty- 
five ladies, all in .crimfon velvet with 
a very broad gold lace; the drefles of 
the knights were of a fey-blue velvet, 
laced like thofe of the ladies. Thers 
were fome equipages that coft a thou* 
fand guineas. On each fide of the 
horfe were two running-foot-men, 
dreflfed with an elegance fuitable to 
the equipage. 

This is one of the happy moments 

in the life of a Viennefe lady; it is 

the moment in which flie makes the 

moll 
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moft pompoas difplay of her riches 
and of her charms. Embelliihed with 
all her graces, her head lludded with 
diamonds, her bofom uncovered, ihe 
feems a Venus in her car; and know- 
ing that flie is the obje(5t of the ad- 
miration of fome thoufands of per- 
fons, ihe (hews the fatisfa(Stion of her 
heart by a perpetual fmile. In every 
country the fair go drefled to public 
places to be feen*: but here the 
women make the ihow ; and the 
pleafure with which this idea inf{xres 
them is fo lively, that it makes them 
entirely forget the rigours of the iea- 
fon. It is not fo with the poor kn^ht; 
having no enjoyment, but that of ad- 
miring his fair-one's cbigmn, he 
perifties with cold : in fadt men have 
* Spe3atum [ornatsej 'veniwtt, fpeBentur ut ipftE. 
E 4 been 
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been frequently obliged to retire bc- 
-fore the expiration of thefe two, hours, 

■ on account of the feverity of the cold; 
but no woman Wa& ever . known to 

■complain of it. 
, -' The courfe begins in. _ the great 

-fquare before the Imperial palace ; 
they -take feveral turns there, and 
after traverfirig the principal ftreets 

■ of the city, .they return thither to 
-finifh it. The ground of fnow, on 

w-hich thi? moving piiliire winds, re- 
; li^vesitsfplendorextremely, and makes 

■ therfight the richeft and moft dazzling 
- that can be conceived.^ 

But the fight that gives a foreigner 

■ the moft pleafure at Vienna, is that 
which he feeS in the anti-chamber 
of prince Kaunitz^.once. a week, aftpr 
(Jinnep; U is a roncQurf^ of alj the 

indigent 
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indigent who are in need of protec- 
tion, and who come thither aflured of 
finding it : the ear of this prince is 
never flint to the complaints of. the 
poor, and his hand is ahvays ready tp 
give thein afijftance. 
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, Vienna. 
^'\TO\J ftiould not leave Vienna 
without feeing Metaftafio : he 
is a lively old man and an agreeable 
companion. He is the greateft poet 
that Italy has produced fmce Taffo: 
I would have faid the greateft that 
ilie hag ever had, were he not a 
Jiving author; on which account he 
muft not be praifed too much. Read 
I his 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 



t S8 ] 

his Canzonettest in particular that 
which begins Grazie agf inganni 
tuoi'^1 and fay, what Italian poet has 
written with fo much purity, fo niuch 
elegance, and fo much grace? He 
embellifhes whatever he touches, and 
appears to me abfoiutely the firft that 
has eftablifhed true principles of good 
tafte in Italy, In thofe little com- 
pofitions there is a native beauty and 
frefhnefs in the colouring, a fimplicity 
and delicacy in the thoughts and fenti- 
ments, that makes them enchanting, 

Metaftafio is not wanting in any 
one of the requifites that conftitute 
a great poet. Born with fenfibility, 

[* ^he Indifferent, See three good tranflationi 
of this Ode, in the fecond volume of Dodfley's 
CoUeflion, by Richard Roderick, efq. the Rct. 
Mr. Seward, and an unknown hand. A fourth, 
with ftill more fpirit and clofcnefs, bylfaac Pa- ' 
cams Shard, efq. is in the lixth volume of Nichols's 
CoUeflbn.] 

with 
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with a profound and penetrating uh. 
derftanding, and with a lively and 
fertile imagination, he polTefled all 
that he could derive from nature: at 
twelve years of age he went into the 
family of the celebrated Gravina; 
that learned critic, who faw the tinfel, 
the glittering extravagances, and the 
i)arren abundance of the Italian wri- 
ters, (hewed Metafbalio that the true 
fource of a fure tafte was the Greek 
authors. The young pupil adopted 
this idea, examined the principles 
of thofe poets, and on their princi- 
ples he has written all his life. Italy 
is little calculated at prefent to in- 
ipire fublime fentiments ; it gives a 
perfect knowledge of the tender paf. 
iions: in Italy he paffed his youth; 
there he learned to write his Demetrio, 
^is 
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Yn^-Ofynipiade^ sxid his Dsmofomte. At 
the age of . twenty-five he went into 
Germany ; his refidence at Vienna, 
and the reading of Cofneille, elevated 
his mind; he wrote his Regulo and 
\m Ckmenka di Ttto. No aiittior has 
Jietter imderftood Horace; few poets 
hdye fo well executed his ideas : 

-l Scribetidi reBe fapere ejl'et prtiidpium ei fans: 
ScKiad judgment is the ground of writing well; 

RefcommoH. 

He fludied philofophy; and he did 
not hegin to treat of a fubJQ(5l till he 
liati thoroughly ekamined it. 

■ O^me jupcrvttcuum pkfio de peSore litanatj 
, All {uperfloicies are fooD forgot, 

Ro/fommm. 

js an. obfervatton, of which he felt 
Jhe wifdom; and he has written with 
^s much r;tjricU.ty as precifioo. 
: He 
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He felt- the value of -BDileau a*, 
well as of- Horace; and h'e has nevfeti 
iwerved frorii'thofe great pfinciplcB : *■ 

Tout doit undre au bon-fens i 

Rien n'eft beau qtte it vrai, ie vrai/eul fy? aimabU, 

Let fenfe be ever in your view ; - ' ■ ' 

Nothing is beaoiifuUhat is not trqe; ; ; 

The true alone is lovely.- 

The perfons who haveconipofed mufic 
for his verfes, and thoie who iing 'and 
repeat: them, are beft able-to- judge of 
the^harmony of" his poetryiih thefe{ 
two: crafles th^e is hut :ohe opimoa' 
from Peterlburg. to.' Naples.-. ■'-'' 
..No Italian 'has: ib well; --developed: 
the emotions of the foul, nor fuc- 
ceeded equally in moving and intereft- 
ing his reader. M^taftafio rofe to the 
fublime ; but he ! was born tender; 
and one may fay, without wronging- 
any 
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»By pation, that few of their poets 
have fo well painted the tender pai- 
fipns, or made fiKh lively impreiSona 
on the heart. 

When one examines liis works 
well, and compares them with the 
Gothic productions of Dante, with the 
ahfurdities of Arioilo, with the extra- 
vagances of Marini, and with the 
puerilities of TaiTo, one is aftontlhfd 
at the decifion of the Italians: they 
prefer Taflb to Metaftalio, and Arioflo 
t» TaiTo; but there is no difputing 
with the Italians upon poetry; they 
deny all the principles admitted in 
every other country. 

I am far from fpeaking here againft 
the talents of the Italians; they have 
perhaps more than any other nation 
in Europe; but thefe talents are tin- 
cultivated, 
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cultivated, and of many reafons the- 
moft effential is, that there are no 
MsBcenafee. 

■ I hope you . do not imagine that, 
1 deny that Dante had an aftonilhing 
genius, and that he has fbme paflages- 
of the higheft fublime; that the ge- 
nius of Aripftp was eafy and fertile; 
that no one tells a ftory better; that 
he has fotne defcriptions exquifitely 
beautiful ; and that his Orlando Furhpf 
is a poem full of gaiety and variety, 
Marini had a vail imagination; but 
he is madder than Ariodo. 

I am only the friend of truth; apd 
if I do not deny the merit of thefe 
poets, much lefs Ihall 1 deny that of 
Taflb. Nature perhaps was lefs gene- 
rous to him than to them; but his 
poems would be placetl above theirs 

at 
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at Paris, at London, ' and at Athens, 
That the ygrufa/em De/ivered hzs many 
defects, that it has falfe thoughts, 
ibme playing upon words, and much 
tinfel, is certain; but it is alfo car" 
tain that it has much gold. The fub- 
jedt is nioft happy; the condii<5t of 
the poem in-general is fage; its march, 
majeftie; its language, noble and well" 
fupported, and its verfification always 
beautiful: it has the pathetic, and it 
has the fublime. The 'jiminta is a 
mafter-piece of elegance and fimpli- 
city, and is much more perfed than 
the Gerufalemme Liber ata. 
- Metaftafio feems to me to have 
more natural talents than Taflb, all 
his beauties, and many more, and 
none of his faults. He fatisfies the 
underftanding, he delights the ear, 
he 
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li6 enchants the imaginationj he cap- 
tivates the heart ; and for thefe rea- 
ibns he will always be the poet of 
men of fetifcj the poet of women, 
and the poet of all perfons who have 
tafte. 



LETTER X* 



The Hague, yune lo, 1777. 
'T^HE face of the country in Hol- 
■ land is fingular, and very ftriking 

for three days: after that time, one 
fees nothing but the fame flat repe- 
tition of fields always level, interfedted 
by canals which are all alike; and on 
thofe canals barks all made on the 
fame model. Every traveller fliould pafs 
through HoUandj as the ideas which 
it gives are found no where elfe, and 
F he 
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he wUl foon coUeft them. Throagh- 
Out Holland the four elements are 
bad ; the cardinal virtue of the country 
is cleanlinefs; the deities adored, Mer- 
cury and Plutus; but as for Apollo 
and the Nine Sifters, one never hears 
them named. 

Their fchool of painting deferves 
to be viewed, in order to have an idea 
of the height to which the mechanifm 
of the art may be carrijed. Their finilh 
is itiuch more perfect than that of <hq 
Italians; but as they only fervilely 
copy an ungrateful nature, one "of 
their pictures never roakes us wiih 
to fee it again. Their abfolute want 
of tafte makes them defpiie all that 
belongs to the Italian fchool ; the 
antique is with them a term of ridi- 
cule; and if an artilt were to work 
there 

D,gn,-prihyGOOgle 



I «7 ] 

tljere on thefe ideas, he would die of 
hunger. In a cabinet at Amiterdam 
I recoUedted what Lewis XIV. faid of 
a piiSture of a Dutch feaft, full of all 
thofe difgurting ideas which accom- 
pany a drunken debauch, * "fake away 
* tbofe baboons^ This expreffion is 
worthy of the age of Boileau, Moliere, 
and Racine, in which the imitations 
of beautiful and noble nature alone 
cpuld pleafe. This picture was by 
one of the firfl: mafters, and perfectly 
well painted; but if the nature that 
is chofen be difgufting, the more 
perfect the imitation is, the more 
offenfive is the- picture; and thofe 
who can admire fuch ,produi5tions 
have a mean and depraved tafte. 

The tafte of the age of Lewis XIV. 

no longer exifls in France : The Dutch 

F 2 pictures 
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pictures are thofe which afe moft ill 
fafliion, and they fell at Paris at in- 
credible- prices. It is flianieful for the 
French, who are a<5tiKiUy delicate, 
and who have fueh colle<5tions aS 
thofe of Verfailles, the Lnxembourgj 
and the Palais Royaiy to fuffer them- 
felves to be led away by a mode the 
moft difgraceful for them that they 
have ever adopted. 

Rubens, to whom nature by mif-» 
take gave birth in their neighbour* 
hood, is not reliflied by the Dutch; 
and the proof of it is, no young 
painter imitates him. If they valu« 
his p«5lures, it is becaufe they fell 
well; and if fome of his piiftures 
ftill remain among them,, it is becaufe 
travellers will not give fix times more 
for them than they are worth, 

Ther© 
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1%ere Is-one-'ohjeti only in- this 
country with .which you will betiluch 
pleafed;; that is, Sir Jofepti . Yorke : 
the King of England is well repre- 
fented in aU the . covfrtg , that I have 
feea;' but ^certainly he. has no repre- 
fentative. that does him morehonotir 
than this, ambaffador. His merit alone 
forces frcioi me this elogium; for he 
Ihewed only common .civilities to a 
man without a title, modeft to an ex- 
treme, and who has' little other merit 
than that of being highly fenfible of 
the merit of others. 

All great men have many perfons 
who are envious of them' ; Sir Jofeph 
Yorke ought. to have more than any 
oneelfe; but his is the ow^ charaifter 
in Europe, againft which I, have not 
heard a lingle word. E^gnity. and 
: F 3 good- 
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gdod-hature are in him united in the 
higheft degree; his converfation h. 
tnoft brilhant, and his manners moft 
polite. 

I have had the honour of flipping 
in many courts; hut I never law a 
more magnificent entertainment than 
the fupper which he gave to the no* 
bijity at the Hague on tlie 4tb <jf June, 
1777. 



LETTER XI. 



TV/fAGNIFICENCE, hypocrify, 
and fadnefs, reign here : the 
number of fine palaces, of beautiful 
churches, of fuperb fountains, of the 
treafures of art, and venerable re^. 
mains 
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.mains of antiquity, give, an air of 
grandeur to Rome which is not to be 
found in any other country. 

The want of public entertainments, 
the little population in proportion to 
the extent of the city, and its fitua- 
tion, furrounded by hills which pre- 
vent a free circulation of air, added 

. to the opprelfive * weight of the 
Scirocco wind, feem to me the chief 

. canfes of its real fadnefs ; but , what 
increafes this apparent gloom, is the 
air of fan£lity which the Romans 

- affeft, and the general drefs of the 
; country, which is black. The habit 

of an abbe is the court drefs ; and as it 

-iB alfo the cheapeft, every one wears it. 

Every court is the abode of dif- 

- iimulation ; at Rome there are as 

, . * This is the ' F/umheus Jujier' of Horace. 

F 4 many 
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many courts as cardinals; every car- 
dinal is a kind of prince, and may 
become a fovereign; this reafon alone 
may ' convince you that this country 
muft have more hypocritical charac- 
ters than any other. 

Of all the fovereigns whom I haVe 
feen, the pope reprefents majefty 
the beft ; the cardinals are like Mar- 
tial's epigrams; there are fome good, 
fome bad, and many indifferent, 
Almoft all of them derive honour 
from their rank; the cardinal de Ber- 
nis is an exception, he does honour 
to the purple by his virtues and his 
talents. 

The women are referved in public, 
and in private extravagant to a de- 
gree; the prelates, efFerninate; the 
pobility, 
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nobility*, illiteratej and the'peopfe, 
wicked. 

The ftudies generally purfued are, 
the laws, antiquities, and divinity, 
becaufe thefe are the three principal 
roads that here lead to foitune. A 
;poet is confidered as a + dangerous, 
or at belt as an ufelefs being; and 
for this reafon a poetical talent is 
rather oppreffed than encouraged. 
Metaftafio could not there fine bread. 

You will often have occafion to 
admire the genius of Corneille for 
the truth with which he has drawn 
the Roman women. The affurance 
of their eye, the firmnefs of their 
ftep, every feature of their face, and 
every movement of their body, de- 

* The Duke of Ceri, the Marquis of Mac- 
carani, and two or three more, are exceptions. 
-^ F<£tium babst in canu, aim/, 

clare- 
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Glare the bpldnefa of their fouls. 
They have a very noble air, which 
j& heightened by traiUng robes, which 
they all wegr, down to the women 
of (he third degree. 

The nation has fomething like 
pride, which does net difpleafe me; 
it. i» that fort of hanghtinefs ypu 
;^e in a naan.of an ancieM fan)i>y 
.fellen to decay. B<it it has a defire 
of difguifing itfelf, which pleafes no 
,^np. The firft provorb of the coun- 
try is, ^* He who kn^ws^^ not b(m 
Jiffemble, ■kriFjos not bow. to live; and 
they all know how to live. They 
love obfcurity in every thing; and 
though this idea may feem to' you 
trifling, it is not fo: Rome is, the 
worft lighted city in Europe; the 

* Cfn mn fa Jii'gerc, noftfa vivere. 

fervants 
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ferVants do not ciirry flambeaux; and 
the firft princes of the eonntty, in 
other refpeils extremely luxurious, 
only carry a fmall dark lanthom 
behind their coaches. 

The Roman has naturally depth 
of uaderftanding and ftrength of chas- 
railer; he is .eafily moved;. and when 
he is moved, he is violent to an exr 
cefs. . If the dreis of the couijtry 
•were military, as you walk:theftfeetj 
yon WDuM think, yourfelf.in ancient 
Rome ; the faces, that you meet fo 
much refemble the .characters that 
hiftory has tranfmitted to us. This 
idea has often ilruck me among the 
men, arid it is ftill more ftriking in 
the women. You will often fay, 
' There is a woman who might well 
' be the mother of a Gracchus, and 
I ' there 
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• tfiei-e is another^who might produce 
' a Sylla !* The number of Meflalioas 
is fmall, that of Lucrctias lefs, . and 
for * Sempronias you will find them 
rather at Naples than at Rome. 

The following is a mark of national 
diftinftion between a Roman and . a 
Neapolitan woman: awoman of Na- 
ples is lefs modcft than one of Rome, 
5ind morebaQiful; Neapolitan women 
have been often feen to blufh, but it 
is not pollible to put a Roman woman 
out of countenance. ' 

This is a flight flcetch of the pre- 
fent ftate-of that ■ ' 

Rome, dont le dejiin dans la pdix, dins la guerre, 
Ejl d'treen t^us ks temps maitrejfe de la terrei- 
Rome, ever doom'd by fate in peace, in war. 
To be the niifircfs of the world; 

*■ ^ fcpiui fclunt virot quam petmtur. 

And 
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And -where at prefent 
' Des pritres forluttis fouUitt d'un pied tranqaiUt 
. Leslombeaux des Catons et la ctndn ^EmiU; 
Priefts, happy pricftsj with l-ranguil footllops, 
tread 
' On tombs and alhes of the mighty dead. 

But ill my iketch I may eafily be 
raiftaken; for of all the countries 
that' I have feen, this is the moft 
difficult to know. 



t E T T E E . XIL 

f I ■'HE point of view from whence 
■*- is feen the mod perfect tinion 
of the fublime and beautiful in nature, 
is from the top of Vefuvius. The 
point of view from whence is feen 
the moft perfeit union of the fub- 
4 lime 
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lime and beautiful in art, is in the 
court of the Apollo of Belvedere. From 
the former one fees the mouth of the 
volcano, fields defolated by rivers of 
lava now frozen, a country of vine- 
yards of confiderable extent diverfi- 
fied by the moll beautiful mixture of 
plains and hills, the city of Naples, 
the hill of PoClipo, a number of 
illands fcattered in a vaft fea, 8£c. 
fee. &c. 

In the court one fees the Apollo, 
the Laocoon, the Antinous, and the 
celebrated forfo of Hercules *, which 
is called ' the Torib of Michael An- 
gelo,* on account of the admiration 
which he had for this predous frag- 

[* A mutilated antique flalue, of which there 
are now left only the body and thighs. 

. Wriiht.'\ 

ment. 

D,gn,-.rihyGOOt^le 



i T9 1 

jnent. Here w« fee what tlU Greek 
□atioa was. Let me not be told oS 
prejudice for the andents; I have 
noae; I only do jultice to the meiit 
of things, ;tad i; is very indiSerent 
to me where they are lound, or who 
are their authors. To be juft, one 
mull fometimes appear extravagant: 
when an oi^oGt i? tranicendcntly 
beautiful tx great, fuitable eno&i 
hiiuntis ought to be given to it. The 
pen of man canndt do Jultice to the 
poetry of Sliakfpeare, to the genius 
of the King of Prullia, or to the 
works of the Qteeks. Many, I knowi 
will condemn me for this lafl: ex- 
preffion; I refufe them all as judges; 
they will condemn me only becaufe 
they do not know my fubjeils. 

, ■ ■ It 
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It is there, I fay, in the Belvedere) 
that one fees the fuperiority of the 
Greeks to all the nations of the World. 
The diftance that is between the 
Apollo, the Laocoon, and all the beft 
works of thp French and. the Italians, 
is fo great, that it is almoft ridicu- 
lous to name them together. 

Let the young traveller, when he 
views the Apollo, recoUeft that what 
he fees has been a rude block of 
marble. The firft ftep for the artift 
was to create the character of this 
god. Before, therefore, the marble 
was touched, the fculptor had made 
an effort of genius, and that effort 
of genius was fo great, that all the 
men who have fucceeded him to this 
moment, have never been able to 
make one like it. This elogium, you 
fay, 
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f^y, is loo ftrong;' it is not an elo- 
giums'it is a fadl that I mention: 
if. the fail be not true, name me a 
Itatue equal in invention. Is it the 
*• Sufanna of Fiamnvingo, the Juftice' 
of Gulielmo della ; Porta, the Santa 
Eibienajof perninirt, or is it the Mofes J 
pfMich?.el Angelp.'.Ido not believethat 
any tnan of fenfe will ever compare 
them,' The Mqfes is not inferior to any- 
Italian or French ftatue; but if one 
had not f^ea thse Torfo, from which 
it (s evident th^t Michael Angelo took 
the original idea of his ftatue, one 

^C* "piis ftatue by Du C^efnoy, furnamed il 
Fiamrtriogo, or the Fleming, is in the church of 
S, Maria di Loretto."] - 

[t The mafter-picce of that fculptor, on the 
high altar of the church of; St. Bibiena at Rome. 
,%*r.J ..... 

■ [X In the monument of Julius II. a ftatue 
mote than twice as big as the life, /ifri^*/.] 

G would 
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would never be aftoiiifhed at the in- 
ventimiof ihat'prdauiSttoni Thfe in- 
vention' of the ApMlb aftoftifties all 
men, and afloft!<B6»'*hgin ih'fifepSr- 
tion to (he time'^na attehttoll *fth 
which they iexaiftirie'Jt. ■ 

The -Apollo <yf : 'Bemim, iiot>»ifh- 
ftaniEng -its faults, -is -a ^ne 'fetue-; 
it appears in4ff«?dnt <mly 'becStifc we 
comparek (oft«n'inap«rGeptibly)'Wkh 
the Apollo of ■3e1vM*i'e. Ntitlwr is 
the ApblKv" of'Boii^rtoB hf tey 
mearts ah indHferent ^todiiaionf %ilt 
cothpate tlie original 'FiWeb ^'ftatfafc 
with the copy of the Greek ftatue in 
the gardens of Verf^lles, the difference^ 
is iiigredihle; it is the "diifereHCe that 
there is betlvcen a. man and a .god^ 
We, cannot teir what a heathen deify 
was; bnt we always feel, on viewing 
■ this 
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"Hlis 'ftittter,- thit"4r '-Is 'thd "ifaisge -of 

fts • dfegt-; kiit charaa^r ittiti^ "\t 
Tetiiattrti fei' ttfte'to'clwife-a miiifeit 
to 'ftiew "this 'divittity 5 that trtdtafrit 
oiight "to< 'bg ' 'anitliailng 'and -interSS- 
ing; it ougtlfwlse ifSveuriWeto-gracfe, 
■niajefty,'and expt^ffion;^ainlit ought 
<to be ifo 'cSofen, that the 'difpofitioti 
df the Wlitilei arfd the difttHration 
of' feacH'irart df the 'ftatue, fllooH 
■"feem to flaw" frotti-it'withfiinplidty 
-atid e4fe;"ilie 'aftlft then-has chofeti 
'the-inftatlfiti *Mch ^his god gives 
'the fuMittlefl: jft-oof Of his divinity- by 
an aftieti -6f 'bertevolence, in deftfoy- 
'ing an eh^my of toankindi it is tlJe 
-'inftaht -ifter lie has-ffiot his arrow 
O a at 
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• at the.ferjent Python; the arrow dis- 
charged, he follows it with his eyes 
ts obferve its efie£l; the expreflion 
of each part of the body correfponds 
to that of the face) and from an id^ 
fo fimple, this Grecian has been able 
to form a work which has obtained 
the applaufes of all men, and has 
made every artift defpair. 

When 3 perfect execution is added 
to genius and.tafte, man, I tljink, 
cannot go farther. The finifli of th\s 
Apollo is inconceivable, even to t]^e 
moft minute particulars, but the artift 
might almolthave been.excufed the 
trouble of fo peifeiStly completing his 
work; his conceptipn. is fo fublioK, 
and his diftribution fo l?appy, that 
they alone would have commanded 
the admiration of aU men of all 
countries; 
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counti-tte; and a proof of this is 
the hetfiage every'where paid to the 
ckfts Vf this hreathing god. 

The beft way to give you an idea 
of the fuperiority 'of the Greek exe- 
cution, is to cite yoii a fi&.' The 
LaocOoh'was found with only One 
arm; they wiihed to have another; 
feveral artifts attempted it, and all 
failed: Michael Angelo, the boldeft 
genius that Italy has had, who con- 
ceived the idea of placing the Pan- 
theon in the air, and who made the 
dbm^ Of St. Peter's on the fame di- 
menfions », thought that he could 

[* Tftat-ctlebratol artilt, upoQ'll^riag'lbme 
perfons extol the Kotgticla as a work.of ^luiqaity 
never to be pai-alletcd, "faid, that he would not 
only buitd a dome wd&lly Urge, h\ft 4)uUd it 
in the air,- and he made bis aiTertion good. 

' '■' ■ ■ -■ " '■ ■■■ ktji/itr.'] 

G 3 fuccsed 
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m^H^oteijin .,in, ,5yi,^P«t«r>..a(ef s, Jjbat. , 
he,j.jpas ..»n. vti(t,.,of the, .firft rank,, 
ftid,^ tl^j^, ^ jf w^SjippofliWe, tp..(i!aH.e, 
•it iij',^afW^ pf-i; tHiit hs.wwW.. 
< fljali^s.it }n clfty.^V^W-d lie:l)f»df; tb.e 
iigbt- ^rn ip claj^, as we ff^rjl at pre-. 
kali 3^ in^oi^eftajjle ^f oaf:. of tb,e, 
tiPiJttpoaWq. g^iffsc^n ,of ■ the,q;;eels^ 
ejsecutw,. ...;,-;. . ,/i ,,; ,.,. 

p,w,.l^iilg ift ,t)ie,,rj^,t,.thiit.,,gi,iKle;i. 
brated ro^ is of our opinion; but 
I tUnJ^ii tba^ evei[j)!r.Taifi9nable! .being 
iHdjiJst';^^! «}iaJlij(lSf ■ liefpr^. tie-tfeterT. 
0iiii*'!ig^nfl; a'J#g»«M'16 Jblid a*' 
tl^at of .youflin, and a genius fo bright 
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as that of Montefquieu.: the fcrmer 
fiudied inceffantly the beft works 
ancient an4 modern, on which this 
was his decilion ; * Raphael compared 
^ with the moderns if ait angel; com- 
' pared, •mti tbi ancients he is ah afs: 
Compare the njoft beautiful figure of 
Raphael, detadi^d, with the Aprflo, 
and his fineft group: with the Laocoon,. 
sod< judge for "yaurfelf, 

Frahce'bas no man who d<j8s her 
rooiB J»oooBr in foreign countjiea, or 
who win do her more ivith pofterity, 
thw Montefquieu: it is well; known 
that he made Ibme ftaV' in Ksily, and 
that.hs did not view objefts' like a. 
fuperficial pbferver: this was his idea 
with regard to the Greeks;, '< 'f(iff(and 
". thp-arts have iMn: carried hy: them 
."tajkche height, thai- to thini (a 
G 4 ^'/urpa/s 
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**/urpa/s tb£m will be always not io 
" knirm ihem." ■ 



LETTER XIII. 

5rfOT«M Rome anti Naples. 
'/^HUMAN life!' exclaimed I 
^-^ with Gil Bias, ' how dbft thou 
' abound with misfortunes !' Yes, he 
is loft, I (hall never fee him more, 
and my lofs will not affli<£t him lefs 
than his affliiSts me. At the moment 
of fetting out, one has a thoufand 
things to do; and for fear, that rhy dog 
fliould be ftolen, an hour before my 
■dcpartur& I put him into aclofet, 
and there I forgot him. 

There is no country which givies 
rife to fo many ideas, as Rome, and 
at leaving it I thought of all' its beau- 

.1 '■ ties 
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ties ancient and modern; I thought of 
the poets, I thought of my « book; 
I often looked at the city; and I con- 
fidered whether the t expreflion of 
Jugurtha was as true at- prefent as 
when he ufed it.' "When my'-fpirits 
were fatigued, I was going to 'divert 
myfelf-with the converfation of my 
faithful cbmpatiion-^— Ah ! Heavens ! 
I have forgot him! — I bitterly re- 
proached myfelf fOT my giddinefs and 
my ingratitude; I difcovered a hun- 
dred methods which would have pre- 
vented my lofmg him ; I thought of 
the wifdom of that expreflion of L4 
Fontaine, ' too mitcb of nothing •; I 
'loft him by too much care. ■ ■' 

** Not this, inot}\cr i [Can/igtlo ad un giovaiie 
Poeta.l 

-j- Urgent venalim eito ferituram, fi modo emf- 
torem ifftiefiefit. 

During 
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- , Puring tjie. temsipder of; my jous- 
rey .1 thcH^bt no, mofe o{ Bpnjej 
I {rargot »«» roy b^ok, I forgot glotyj 
1 forgot iB>n}oftaJjty, an4i,l,tl(flv^ht 
only of my dog, All li(6 gpod <juar 
liti«s returned tp ray; wind; he^ wa? 
gentle, fprightly, loving ; his. careffej 
were finsere, »pd he beijtowed thejn 
pnly on me; he. b^ i%fRy ?yts si 
i^U fartiiet nieiit,: that of n^fe^blinj 
me, h* wss flgly ; thi& circuajftaflce 
gajve .me. (ooae hope ; ' Nfl,- f^d I, 
• there are few capable of diftingmih? 
'ingtrqe merit i niy dogwill be 
ffoniiidto :^¥? «gly ^afs, afldh* 
f fliiH be reftgred to. ijie.' . 

This idea gare nje fosfle confola" 
tion; and I wrote to nay hoft ^t Sotne 
to fend him to me. 

tETTER 
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. Nah^s* Fih-iuaji^ 1779, 

TT is. ^pt ftH^qfiflg, diat Yii^il 
■ (houl^j BWk* <«d* fine verfes.at, 
Ka{>}«s: t)t$ ail there is (o iblt and 
fo pur£| the. fun fo birilli^nt- and fa, 
warm, an^ the face of nature fo rich, 
and fa diverfified, that the imagina- 
tion feeH a vivacity and vigour which 
itfcarce ev^r pe^c^ives in gtiiei' coun,, 
trips, ■.,:...,; 

I am. not a poet, but I am. very- 
fond of verfes, and I have never rea4 
them., with more pleafure than here. 
Every tinje th?t I.gP to my window, 
J feel myfelf elefteified, my fpirits, 
isvivsi my invagination warms, an<i 
my foul become?. ;fii£ceptible of the- 
ff|fteft,^^fubUm^iB)preffioBS. This, 

it wiU 
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will not furprife „you wheii I have 
only mentioned the objedls which 
hereprtfent thethfelves to my view. 

On the right is' the hill o( Pofilipoj 
T*hofe fohn is moff agreeable; it is 
fcmi-dircullr, and ad6rned to the fum- 
ihit with ti'ees and pleafute-houfes ; 
from its point, which lofes itfelf in 
the Tea, this mountain increafcS in- 
ienfibly till it arrives behind the cen- 
tre of Naples, and on' its fumthit is 
feen a vaft tower, which over-looks 
the city, and crowns the fcene. On 
the leFf appears a chain of very^igh 
mountains- which furround the other 
fide of the gulph, and whofe rugged 
boidnefs forms amoft happy contrail 
With the elegant and .cultivated feeau- 
ties'of PoTdipQ:— ShaklpearS aiidCor- 
Beilfc fl'auid always -Tiave IboRed oh 

■■■ the 
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the fide of Vefuyijis; E.acuie:3Jj^ .Pop^ 
on the fide of PofiUpo. , * , . . 

The Volcano isthe moft interefling 
of thofe mountains by its form which 
is a vfry beautiful cone, by its, height^ 
and above all by its vicinity to the city; 
it fmokes incelTantly) and feems always 
to threaten Naples with the 6te of 
So^otn, to confume it with fife and 
brintftone. Af ^'^ f°°y'^.^°f^^9?f ^^ 
all.alojig the coait.are tpyns Chang- 
ing from the mountains which fofiiB 
the portion of a circle of jiippty^nailes. 

The fea is utider, my w jpdpw ; > an^ 
befides the ideas ; which .it, gfeients 
itfelf, as the moft interefting objedi 
in nature next to the fun, by its 
grandevu:, beauty, and the variety of 

• Sorrento, one of thofe towni, w-thc country 
ofTaffo. V, ,, .1.,: ::. ; 

its 
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Its appesrarttJes, it'ftere'flie#s all thS 
riches of comtaetce 1)y bfge -fiiips 
Which -are 'paffitig . feveiy teeiitentj 
i often Tife -befenre day -to "enjoy •the 
iireattrdPthe monring, an'cl-teftipeirb 
arfcriptidti which'the ffliillrK)tft''Rbuf-' 
fean-^hws-of -the- -trfing oif' the ■ftin. 
1(1 -no Korlztti fldra ie dppeif -tvKh 
■fomach fpleiidbr;'itt> Whete elfe 'does 
!he fo 'wdl ddfeir^e the -epithfet! W 
^ii*« ».' He tlfes 'tdihiU ^-V^vins 
to illunlltidf e= the^ pleafarit hUl df ' P6fi^ 
•lipo, -and-the tibftrtfl of fhe'moftWati- 
tifol^ gtji^ 'ill ifhfe -utiiverFe, Smooth 
•as -a 'tnirrovn-, aail ■ftBed -s+ith' -v^t^a 



Str. ditodtna regit muiitii.Joi.aureus.-f^ra,^ . 

The golden fun, through twelve bright (igns 

■thfc year; ■ ■:-■ ^ 

Rttlet, and the earth in feveral climeydir^dcsv 
all 
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allin wisSofi. TJie-ebj^ vM^kta- 

Ckjit^a, t^QOUs fer the ^etreM 'ef 
lfib«i>i«s'-«iKl i^e^MOks of the Slt««!r: 
On >«4ewH% 'it, aHe:i««iea(ber» "Jliat 
nmt teflfe jeeks did ^dsat tnjdi» 

flopped bte iars^; "Wfd ^4t, Hdt fitt 
Jrom 4««»,-the I8ls t*ae Hatitiibal 
gft\fe himftif ap'to-thepleafures rf 
hafmotfy, afld ' to the Jtoifeffes Aflbt 
feducing teittiflk. . :: 



LETTER XV. 



A l='«EN^H'M'AIf H the taoft 

•■^^- ajBiSble of Jail men at'hotate': 

^why ishe the leaft liksd'in':fereig& 

«oU(Uries > It-is 4>eCiiv& otiier natioRis 

ate 
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are' jealous of fee flipetiority of the 
Fj-siK:h,.*nd becaufe the French tra- 
veller behayef: ill in the company of 
foiieigners. Altnoft all the French 
who travel are:youi)g;-;they ridicule 
all cuftoms but iheir own, and pro- 
claim the-vices; and follies of a coun- 
try, in the njjdft of its.ajJemblies. I 
■jHias. this erening at the Academia 4» 
^avah'en'j \v]^rQ' zM the nobility of 
the country meet twif e a wee^. Enters 
for the firft time a young French 
marquis, whom i had knowli at Rome. 
Before he had been thwe tvjo minutes 
he faid to me, ' Did you ever fee fuch 

* miimals ? What a ftupid look that 

* man has ! My God t , how awkward 
:*_that woman is! Did you ever fee a 

* head fo horridly drejl ?' He faid aH 
thjs aloud 1 and even .thofe who did 
:■,: not 
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nSt u'n(terrtanti tiirri, faw by his niafi-a 
nef that "he defpifed them. The man 
who is going to execution' wiir allow 
that he is a villain, that he defervesl 
tJEie rack ; "but he^vill never allow that 
he deferves contempt. The young 
Frehchman 'fakes the fufeft method 
that the wit of man can devife to 
tiiake himfelf hated: this has always 
giveri me painj ' hecaufe I know that 
linder this fuperficial fault he con- 
ceals a thoufand good qualities; he 
is frivolous, light"^, and felf-fufficient, 
if you pleafe ; and that is the fevereft 
reproach his enemies can make him; 
but he is generous, he is frank, and 
he is always ready to draw his fword 

* Several French officers dining 3t Genoa with 
it adbleman of that citj", one of them faid fo- 
bim, " It is odd enough, Sir, that you ate thft 
** only ftranger here." 

tl ia , 
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in defence of his honour, of his mif- 
trefs, and of his friend.. I ihall be 
thought a Frenchman, and I am no 
Frenchman ; 1 am an . Engliftiman ,- 
and proud of being one ; and at this . 
moment I fuppprt the /charaifter of. 
my nation, and my own, by fpeak.^. 
ing the language of truth and fin^e- . 
rity, in reprefenting the French fuch 
as I have found them. . 

In tloe arts, Italy is ftiperiqr tp^ 
France and England : in the. fcieqce 
of war, the Germans have the advan- 
tage of the Englifla and French; but,.- 
on the whole, thefe two nations are. 
thefirft in Europe, and all other, 
nations allow their fuperiority., One. 
circumftance which pleafed me in 
France, is, thaf the French always 
told- me, that, next to their own, the 
a r- Englilh 
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Engliih natioD^^as the mod reijieo- 
table : nothing but extravagant felfr 
love can ppjxrfe tliis decifion: when 
^ fufirages were coUeded at Athens, 
Atliftides had the fecond vote of all 
men ; every one gave his firft fufifiage 
for himfelf. You, who are a rational 
being, fet afide your nation for a mo- 
ment, and fee how you, would judge 
if the queftion turned upon yburfelf : 
if a man fhould fay toyou, ' I pre- 
' fer myfelf to you, but I prefer you 
^ to all other men,;* .if, you .were not 
fatisfied with this. opinion, you would 
betray an immoderate felf^love, and 
a total ignorance of the human heart. 
On my road hither, while the horfes 
were changing, I alighted to walks 
few minutes : a Frenchman is not 
afraid of fpeaking to his fellow crea- 
H a ture, 
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♦are, anSJ he ibffla finds, a fubjeift of 
converfation; an office^ of .dragoons of 
that nation, wha was gojqg to RoraeJ 
imd was- at the ipoftJicnrfe, canie wp 
tonie^ ^ You. are an Ehglifhinah,.'Sii!' 
f At your;ftrvace.''i — ^Vowrs is a! wary 
J; rdpeftablif nation :. I paiTed ^thioij 
' years: in BiigLiiuL:. yoii'hav'e ^^ptH 
' anttfolSdity; youjwaiveHHredjblsiMf, 
f niagni|icent*i-i-','AndtheFrenchi$ir)T , 
-i^*; Tliept^ink '.too.' much to. make 

* themTetwesi agrfe^alc; they tuEeiibd 
f fond of :leyity, (rifling, and iimti&i 
-> ment': .^^KMiiia i^reiichinan Uiravel4 
-* and^loies^liis cat>ceit and. l^is fqppiJU 
.' aitsj and. wheii an EngHfhmin io 

* quire«.'a' liitla'iqftiiiefs. and .agreeable- 
.< nefs in .his. biliiviourj they, become 
« the firfir mea in tiie worltl." 

. . I fend 
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I fend you what this gentleman 
faid to me, becaufe I think like 
him. 

; • , »,.. » » *. ■ ■% 

■rfiS. Tiw^Abbe QaljaOi has the 
nxjflt wit'of »ijy nian in, Naples, and 
alfq thsmoft learning; Puke CleraQitJ 
FilOrtiarinois^thepoetwhohas thenroft 
talents and- tafte ; his bfother ftudje* 
philofbphy,.-and has a- very improved 
miod;. :botb pf them ate cxtremelyr 
amiable,, and Very vs^^ll, bred; their 
family feeros to me the moft refpec- 
table in t^q fountry.. The Duke dell* 
Tiorres tbeif father, has the fineft 
galie^ of paintings here. 



II 3 L E Ti 
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LETTER XVI. 

NAPLEt. 

»■ I *HE Neapolitans are really good 
people; bai, in truth, they are 
very barbarous : they have adopted by 
inftinft the principles of the citizen of 
Geneva, and they cultivate neither 
the arts nor iciences, for fear of cor- 
rupting their morals. But if this 
nation is barbarous, do not think that 
it is harili or fevere, for, on the con- 
trary, it is very good-natured, and 
defirous of contributing to the plea- 
fure of foreigners : they are naturally 
good, but they are abfolutely in the 
ftate in which nature produced them ; 
and they perpetrate all crimes*, and 

* I mistake; a rape was ncTW heard of at 
Naples. 

are 
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are guilty of all forts of rudenefs, 
■without thinking they have done ill: 
having no edtication, they have no 
principle of any kind. A man of 
the firft quality will tread on your 

■ taeSi and not make you the leaft 
apalcgy : be atqiiainted ' with him 
the next day, he cannot do enough 

"to oblige you; he will carry you to 
a concert, he will oiFer you his box 
at' the theatre', he will do all he 
knows, but he knows littlfe. It is the 
fame with the wamen ; they have 
all an inclination to be amiable; it is 

"a pity they don*t know how. 

The race of Sirens * is not yet ex- 

tini5l here; there arc many young 

women 

* Thefe Sirens foraetimes change into Har- 
'pics; hut thefe nietainorpliofes- feldom happen 
except ill the magic land of the opera— 
H 4 . — Virginei 
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women who fing divinely; of Circes 
there are fcarce any; but we fee in 
the afletjjblies feversl of the com- 
panions of Ulyfles. The eafipefs of 
the women and the Scirncco enervate 
the bodies of the nien, and muiic 
enervates their foyls, fg as to rendei" 
nfelefs all the bounties which nature 
has Jayiihed pn this charming coun- 
try. Jri ns other place will be found 
more natural talents, or more cjr- 
cumftance^ favourable to the arts; 
but the cauft? above-mentioned, added 
to the iridolence infpired by the cli? 
mate, and tbe abfolute \v2nt of Ms- 
cenafes, 

froltr/tei, uiica^uf mams. 
With virgin faces, but with wombs obfcene, 
Foui p^oiicfics, and with ordure .ftill unclean, 
V^ jth f Uws for hand^, ^nd loplis for ever. lean, 
' Uryden, 
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cenafes; reoder Nap^es a? Civage as 
B-uffia.; ^nd a kind of proof of it is, 
th?t ^1 5he RBflians whe come hither 
are ftru(fk ■vvith the refemblance ber 
.tjyeeu th« Neapolitanf ,ar\d their counr 
tryniea. ..,.,:.... 

Wheal, a Neapolitan rMsomaii has 
po child, ftie .i? a very miferable 
being J for, having no refource in 
herfelf, <he dies of ennui: when flie 
has none, yqii may be fure it is not 
her fault, far the only idea which 
ihey ha,ve in thejr heads is that of 
loves and ths only fubjoSVs on which 
they can talk are their children, their 
nurfes, their Ipvers, or their hair- 
dreffers, I hav? often regretted that 
thefe women have no knowledge, for 
whateyer they know they tell with afto- 
piflling freedom and fimplicity. I was 
fitting 
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fitting by one of them at their grand 
•aflemMy^ I had feen her only onre 
before, but I had ndt fpoken to her; 
a Soprano had juft finifhed an air, 
and I faid to the lady, ' That man 
' has fung well.' " It is not a raari,'" 
faid flie, " It is a JWayfco/'he has fung 
" very well, and he is the loverof 
" that dutchefs whom you fee yon- 
« der." — ' Is it poffibler' — " It is 
" true; (he has had a number of 
" lovtTS, Cava/ieri, Cocciieri, Abbati'^, 
" at prefent the will have none but 
" Mufici." ' Oh !' replied I, ' that is 
'fliUmeful!' "Yes," anfwered (he, 
'• (he is too incanftant;''c-/n)/>/io voli- 
hile was her phrafe. 

I alked another, whom I had known 
Ibme time, hdwmany lovers flie had, 

"■ ' •Gentlemen,' CoachmcD, Abbes. 
. ■ four 
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four or five ? She aflured me, with a 
moft feripus air, i^^t fh^ h^4 not had 
one for three weeks. Do not be fur- 
priied at my queftion to this lady, 
it was in order to make my court 
to her: A Neapolitan lady is van 
of the number of her adorers ; and I 
have f^n fome come into company 
with a train of five. In general, 
there are not more than two of them 
that are- the well-beloved ; the others 
are only kept as flaves for parade. 

P.S. I think, that when I marry, 
I ihall chufe an ugly wife, that, if I 
ihould lofe her, I may be fure to re- 
cover her. My dog has been fent 
me : what rejoicings on both fides ! 

qm comfUietu, gaudia quanta fuere! 

LETTER 
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' . Naples. 

►Tr^HE fciOg of Spain .ftid that 
: -*- ' every prince of the houfe of 
'Bourbon coufthf paffionately fpnd 
';of woroenor of huntijlg:' his gici-; 
liiin majeftyis yer.y fondof.hnptKigi' 
hejfcnrce paffes a day in jthe midfl of 
fummec, or .in. the' Iharpeft colds pf 
winter^ ■ with(?ut partiiking of it^ 
During my refidence at Naples, he 
retired fcr.JWo months toOaferta, on 
fiiirpoiieto hunt, tvhich gSyecqocern 
to all -the Efiglifli, as that deprived 
Us of the fociety and houfe of Sit 
William' Hamilton, who went alfo to 
Caferta, for the king never goes a 
hunting without him; and he is fo 
fond 
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fehi} of-the aooipafty c(f tliat minifter,' 
tliati il; was.' in9«^''(iifficulty he ■' obtained 
leav« from his iMSjefty to come for 
<}iie,;day 'Onlf to Naj&s to give » 
diiiner -to- hi^' countrymen: I' dined 
t^re the forty- fixthEngUiliman. 
"; -If I iay'iKitbitvg to ycki concern-' 
ing ' yefovius^- k k becaufe Sir 
Wflliam Hamilton hSs left nothing 
tia te^ d£^rbd ^OR that fubje£t. ' His" 
letters,' iw** fatiafaftory. than thirfe- 
of PKnlyi- iifJltkiftraa you in a (hort 
timeji'ihd'Witb pleafure":' they'arfr 
Trrittoti ;Wi^ clearoefs and pyeeifibii,' 
and with that noble fimplicity which 
diftii?gMiftjes their irathoF in all-^r 
fituaiions'of life. 

' Durirtg the ftay at' Gaftrta, the 

queen toft her eldeft fon; he was a 

prince of fi-ve years of age, a charming 

boy. 
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boy. Her m^«fty waS; in the.eigbth 
month of hpr pregnancy; twenty-fouc 
hoitrs before hi& death. Hie had beed 
aliured that he was. out of danger;^ 
you may judge bow. fevere a ftr<i;e 
this muft be to a tender mother;: 
and Ihe was very near finking nnder 
it. Tiiefe circumftances atont were 
fufficiently trying; but there was one 
dreadful moment which 611'but killed 
her. The young ptince had feemed 
better for a <3»yj but aUon a fudden 
hewas feized with a coavulfion fitr 
one of his women, a German, as fhe 
was running to call affiftance, 'hit her 
head againft a door, half open, gave 
herfelf a large wound in her fore- 
head, and fell backward in a fwoon: 
the convulfions increafed, and a fecond 
woman, a German alfo, cantohaften 
the 

D,gn,-prihyGOO^Ie 



t IXI J. 

the phyfician ; on her way ftie found 
the firft woman in a fwoon andcovered 
with blood; flie thought her dead, 
and the fright made her alfo fall intp . 
a fwoon : the wind was very high, 
and, by what accident is not known, 
th^ roof of the prince's hoiife took 
fire; the queen arrived at tiiat iri- 
Itant, found thefe two wonien'in this; 
iituation, her fon in agoni^j' anti the' 
palace in flames. Half an hour after 
the prince died *. ..-_.' 
L E T- 

.'-■.' ) " 
* Every ftep of my travels has gWen me frelh. 
occafion to iadniire the truth with Wti'icK Shat-' 
fpeirefaas paimed all<tb« objects is riatiiri, ami 
all the fitUittioQS of human life. The iquooil 
afiUfted herfclf for fevcral days ; and a -l^y 4^; 
the court told me that fliex>ften exclaimed^ " Ahl 1 
*' if my fon had not been pretty, my lofs would, 
" have been lefs fevere ;■ but it was the motb 
" charming child!" Thefe are almpft word for 
Word the fame expreffions which Shakfpearc has 
made a q^ueen in Kingjobn utter in the fame 
fuuation : 

"On- 
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LETTER XVm. ''* 

■ - . .Rqmx. 

*" I 1HERE is not a- river in Europe 
l^fs beautjiftil than the. Tiber, 
nor a charai^er in hiftory more dread- . 
fui than tl^at of Auguftus. Tiiere is 
however no river w.hofe fight is more 
interefting ; and few nances ii>foire 
more adrniration .than. that ,pf thi? 
emperor. For this let both of them . 



" Citt\ftance. Had he been ugly. 
Lame, foolifh, croolted^ fwart, prodigi9Us, 
Pitch'd with foul moic§, and eye-offending tnarlw; 
1 ipoali] aoc carif, I then would be content: 
B« fince the birth of Cain, the firft male-chilJi 
To him that did But yefterday fufpire,. 
Tker£ was not fuch a ^rofhus creatupe borBi" 
AnA a Httlc after, 

" Therefore never, nerer 
Mufl: I behold my pretty Arthur more.' . . 

4 thank 
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fliank Horace and Virgil; it is owing 
to the choice of their language, and to 
the harmony of their verfes, that the 
Tiber is not feen with difguft, and 
that the name of Auguftus does not 
jnfpire us with horror and fadnefs. 
How fenfible has the Great Frederick 
been of this truth ! and with how 
much addrefs has he attached thofe 
French and Italian writers who will 
be read with the greateft pleafure aS' 
long as thefe two languages exift! 
In a thoufand years the cries of 
widows, and the complaints of or- 
phans, will be no longer heard; all 
the horrors which his wars have oc- 
cafioned will be forgotten; and no- 
thing will remain of him but the 
rapid and irrefiftible conqueror, the 
jull and beneficent king, the patron 
I of 
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of ^earoiiig and, arts,.. the great p^gti; 
the : pfofouad philofop^jpr, tlj? a,bl^. 
ppftti^i^p,, ^ad the aijxyabl^ cqmm^. 
Hion, ^yjio .was (hf; c^ljght of \]iq 
cho;ceft..fosi(ty of hift ag^. ■ ^ - 
, The king o,f. Eifuffia, has flevet; 
thgiijght, byt pf jfijturity,, and he l^as- 
iafvifed ,tl>e admiratiofi of; poil^rity' 
Uy his ippetry, by his profe, and by 
Ijis-aSionsv ?W IjPW has be tajten- 
care to foitify his triple injmortajityi 
hy thp graces of ^, Voltaire, ^dthe: 
^tegaofe, of an AJ^arotti! You ,m^ ' 
fee b};,wha(S !)<«: r(i^k?S:Glpry fay, .tp;;^ 
Cige;'frbajbad. gaiJfeA.her^tetnplejth?* 
(his <Jiy.«;nJiiy has; .ql.ways bq?u,:th^ 
fills ot^eft, of his. yoj-iijiip i ; - 

h^Vc'^e^' a^rmv/ir\t re^rt^de JonldU^jagCy 
X,iii clity, " lioyez heuretix,jotiiJezdu,partage- 
" Ds ces efprits adifi^ auleurt, roij, el guerrien ; 
** Z,r refos tji pcriiiii, mail t'eji Jiirs dei tdkr'iers" . 
- 4 ;. The 
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The goddefs, with his courage pleas'3^ 
** Be happy," cried, " the tot enjoy 
" Of thofe brave fpirits, authors, warriors, 

kings? 
*' Repofe you may, but in a hotel Ihade;** 

His ode on glory fliews both the 
fire of his imagination, and the ruHng 
paflionofhis fbxil; 

Take the firft lifies : ' 



Un Dim s^empare de mon amtf 

Jejem un c$lejie ardeur; . , . ■ ■ i 
Gloire ! ia divine fiamme 

ilf embrafe jufi'au fond de la caur, 

A Deity my fool invades, . 

A wannttr dtrtlTC' I'ffefl'f " 
O Glory I thy celeftial flame 

My hcajfs reccffea birni. ■ 

Arid the laft ftanza ; 

CGlairH'h'pi jffacrifii < ■ ■ ■ 

. Met pi^ifirt et mer pagmty . , -- 

Gloire/. en qui je me cnnfiey 
Daigne klairer met ailioss ; 

I 2 ' Tu 
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Tu peuXy vialgri la mart cruille, 
Sauver une foible etinceUe 

De I'efprit qui rejide en mot, 
$ue ta main m'auvre la barrierei 
£t frit i eourir ta carriers, 

Je veax vivre et mounrpeur toi. 

Glory ! lo whom I facrifice 

My pleafures and uiy paiEons tooj 
Glory ! in whom I trtift, O deigQ 

To fet my deeds in perfeft day : 
TboQ of the fpirit, that refides 
Within this clay, one feeble fpark. 

In fpite of cruel death, canft fave. 
O let thy hand the gate unbar^ 
And, ready thy career to run, 

I'll live and die for thee. 



LETTER XIX. 

\ T Rome, as well as in all the 

■^ ■*■ other countries that I have feen, 

the French houTes are the moft agree- 

3 able. 
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d>le. The Cardinal de Bemis has a 
large aflembly once a week, and he 
gives a dinner every day. The Bailiff 
de laBrillanne, ambalTador from Malta, 
alfo frequently gives dinners; he is 
very affable, and has an excellent 
cook. His brother had fent him a 
fervice of china, which was made on 
purpofe for him, with his arms; an 
Englifli frigate took the French ihip 
in which was the china, and the 
lofs was the more grievous as he was 
the ambalTador of a neutral ppwer. 
Three days after his receiving this 
news, I had the honour to dine with 
hiin, and he loaded me with civilities : 
I mention this as a ftroke that charac- 
terifes his nation. 

Of all the great aflemblies here, 

that of Monfeigneur de Bayanne, au- 

I 3 ditor 
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ditor of the rota of France has th«, 
mqft amufementji; a table of Bscstti \n. 
one room ; in another Uteratuire, po- 
litics, news, are the fubje^ of dif-. 
c^urjff ; .iinS in a third, you. will fipd, 
one of the beft concerts in Italy, a 
fliperb orcheftra, and the firft Cn^i;* 
of both ftxes in Rome. . You will; 
f^nd at his dinnep French fare, French, 
gaiety, French politene^. The mafter- 
of the houfe is truly amiable; I only 
find, one fault in him, and that is notr 
generally the fault of ^ Frenchtijaaj • 
he is more fond of heajriog <han oi,- 
talking. One -fees that this is pw^ng. 
to his extreipe p9litei;i*fs,; but pup; 
dsn't fuffer the lefs, as be nevei'\ 
opens his mouth byit to fay fpcuq-^ 
thing agreeable or profound- , . -A 
henchman talks better thai} other- 
men; 
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fheni I have riot known one of his 
tStBMrymefhrbxprefe themfelveS with 
niei^ purity^' ihote ctearnefs, or more 
ielegitlce ! iiis tiftei in letters le ftife-: 
ijiave feiiViEWpef&ns in my travels 
fo intereftiiig as he is. ' - '■ 

Colonel de Bayanne, hi« brother, 
is polite, agreeabki good-riarared : he 
loves the arts, arid atniifts hiriifelf 
wkh painting v*r^ pretty pkftrires. ' 

Does it ap^ieat to you to be ttf 
ifttle importance tliat 1 point out to 
^o\i what' is ■ moft interefting in a 
fountry, rind that I faVe yoit the 
tVoiable arid the' tinte' of difcovering 
it yourfelf? Be fure then not to leave 
■Rome without beirig introduced tb 
the Marchionefs de iocca-Paduli : her 
alTembly is the moft agreeablei and 
the beft chofen in Rome : among 
I 4 other 
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other peribns of merit yo>i will there 

meet the Count de Verri, a Milanefe» 

gentleman, who is full of pqlitenefs, 

tafte, and talents : The lady of the 

houfe will pleafe you extremely, for 

ftie is witty, well-made, and amiably 

as a Frenehwoman. 

1 have pleafure in fpeaking of pet* 

fons whom 1 can' praife with truth: 

Here then follows an Englifli lady, 

who has done great execution here 

and at Naples: Ihe has vivacity and 

uncommon judgment; has read much, 

and alliunes nothing: I have fcacce 

feen a young lady fo well educated, 

or fo defirous of inftruition. She 

fpeaks Italian well, French perfeSly; 

flie is paflionately fond of paintings 

* I muft tell you here. In regard to the Mi- 
hnefe, that the Lombard h^arc is proverbially 
good in Italy. 

and 
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prettily ; but her moft difilngui&ed 
accpmpliHiment ' is mutic : Millico, 
who has the moft tafte of any finger 
in Italy, has been her mafler; and 
Ihe has profited by his inftruiftions 
fo much, that I have feen her feve- 
rs! times enchant the moft critical 
judges of Rome and Naples. 

I met a young Frenchman at Turin, 
who had heard her fing at Rome, 
and who was a paftionate admirer of 
the Italian mufic; I alked him how 
he liked her! This was his anfwert 

yUtttmdt encore fa voix, ce larjgage * enchanteur, 
£t ces fins fouveraim de Poreitie el du caur. 
Her voice, ih* enchanting language, ftill I hear, 
Thofe fovertign accents of the heart and ear. 

* It is certain that the Italian is a divine language for 
foetry andmutict it is better to fing than to fpeak: the 
French language is much more rapid and prccife. 

Add 
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JBlape, a BBoft elegant »nd graceful 
Oianner, -a cBniplexion of a dazzling 
wWte, anknated by the moft beanti'- 
fol carnation in the world) two eyeS 
full of fofmeis and fpirit, and feven.»' 
teen years of age, and you have the 
portrait of Lady Louifa Nugent. 

Perhaps you may be tempted to 
firipe£l that this is a fandy-jMece- ra- 
ther thai! a copy from nature'. "I 
affure you it is as true a' portrait 
as ever was painted- by* "Titian ot 
Vandyck ; and the jM-oof of it is that 
this young lady captivated three na- 
tions J the Italians were' enchanted 
with her, ' aviiia tanto Mi, ettante 
' luone maniere^-^ the French, ' elle 

• ' She had fo much Tivacity and polltcnefs/ 
L- ■. ' hoit 
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'ritoitJlJolUei Ji aimabk^i and the 
Engiyh, 'Jhe 1/10S fi modq/i. and fa. 
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Rome. 
T Fisquented the men of letters here, 
■7^S;I do every where, particularly 
the poets. It i|. incredible, that with 
iiic^ p^$ a; the Italians have, they 
ibpijl^ be fo much behind other na- 
tions in their poetical knowledge : 
they tave an obJUnate blindnefs in 
. favour of thar poets, of which I do 
not thinfe they will ever be cured. 
The Bolge of Dante, and the extrava. 
ganees of Ariofto, are the objecSls of 

* * She was fo pretty and fo amiable' 

their 
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their idelatrv; and, in fpite of reafon 
and common ferife, they prefer thofe 
abfurdities to the fineft produAions 
of all other nations. Dante, according 
to them, is the firft of all men; and 
Ariofto,. whom they own to be in- 
ferior to Dante, is infinitely above 
Homer. After having read the Divina 
Gomedia, and th.Q Orlando Furiofo, I 
began- to -gpve my opiniwi of them 
according- to the idea^ - eftablifhed in 
my country*, in France, and in all 
places 

[* It is fcy no-means fo decided ^ point as this . 
author ventures to'^lfertf that Dante atid ArioHo 
afe not ranlii2d, iffldpng the firft of poets even ' in 
,' this country;' and u in fome well-known paf- 
fages the former has equalled any poet of any 
age, his abilities raull be allowed equd to his heft 
IFnes. Ariollo, however, adopts a different planj 
lidicule, fatire, wit, and humour, with every ro- 
mantic extravagance of an unconfined genius, an 
imagination without controul, aad almoll with* 
qut equal, fpread luch a variety over his work, 
that 
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I fpoke the language of reafon, the 

Italian 



that no reader can he weary through the le^re 
of XLVI Cantos, atid'wbile romance and whim 
declare the poem often comic rather than heroic, 
there are parts which no human power has ever 
yet excelled, as muft be acknowledged by the 
impartial judge, who will, in fpite of modern 
fine-drawn crlticifm, avowhis real feelings through 
the rife and progrefs oi Orlando's madnefs, for 
which the whole feems to have been wriltetit 
the reader is led on with (be eoanioured 
hero, by degrees feels alt his weight of woes, 
and fcarccly wonders; at aay. extravagance they 
produce. No poet has more naturallyt more 
pathetically, painted etery ftage and every efffed 
of that incomprcbepfible dil^emper ravitgiag « 
Arong mind in a moH aihietio body. In other 
parts every other paffioo may be found as well 
difplayedi and in the chara^er of Bradamante, 
in panicular, every -virtue, every charm, that 
can captivate a reader, for womiinhood, in her 
mod amiable appearance, is, with every -re6ne- 
tneat of fentiinent, preferved through the whole 
cbaraOeri and each character ftands in the work 
as precifely dillioguKhed from all others as cv^n 
thofe of Homer. The faults which none dare 
justify, and none can defire lo eitcufc, are where 
Videcent and grofs ideas are lee looie on tl^e 
reiidcr, 
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ItMiah poets were not ufed to it;^ €h^ 

declared war agaii^ me 3 I qtiitte^ 

their 



K&dcr> bat with to tttuth «ir, humotir, add n" 
Tacity, that no one, it is fuppofed, ever' could 
flop and pafs orer his exccptiohable cantos, 
though the whimfical author warns hiS 1-eader, 
atid particularly announces to the fair, th^ they 
ihould not and need not read Aich paSages. 
And, after all, it has been fuggefted, particu- 
larly by the late ingenious Mr. Hawkins Browne,- 
with great appearance of -probability, that the 
whole defign of the author was to ridicule ro- 
mances, arf thai he is in heroic poetry whatCer- 
Tantcs is in profe; and that even the Italians, 
who almoft idollfe their Ffiriofo, faw Hot that 
admirable defign throughout the whole perfor- 
mance, wbsch aloiie can eiicufe the extravagant 
flights and comic abfurdities evefy where inter- 
fperfed, while thegenliis thai gites thefe prooft 
of a moft powerful imaginatioo, proves likewife 
that he had power to have elevated' his poem to 
any height he had chbfen. Mr. Browne^ who 
■was an excellent judge, becaufe he was Ibperior 
lo al! little-prejudices and'mmiite criticifrtis, held 
Ariofto in the higheft ' eftimatioh, and ranked 
him with the firft of Italian poets. For wherever 
the pathetic, the animated, the terrible, the de- 
fcriptive, or the plaintive, give opporiuniiies for 
the Mufe to expatiate, her powers arcunqiieftio- 
nable* 
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do fervice to.paetry, bj publifhii)|[ m 
hook in ^^aK^n.*,; ki ,>af Jijdi I; ei><t^ 
Youred to Ihew ypuog,pQ^? tla^e pi^sK 
di^les-on which they , ougl^t tQ so^a-r 
pafe^: I tqfd them tba;t natujpe a^jdj 
truth were tjhe only/bafis of poetry; fc 
that the Greek ai^thors wece the hG^. 
models on which a young poet C9i44 
form himfelf; that France a^ hacl 
ibtne excel^i^t authors; that Racine; 
was 33 good a inod^: aGiSophpc^e^^ 

imble. An4 09 l^fs wtp was. tl^'s can^lid: j^di^ 
in his encomiums od Metaftafio, of whofc cxtcn- 
fitu aeniiu, add 'Chaditur of !ly]e and featiineD^ 
he had the- hicheft opinion ;. and for th? ferti- 
Kcy of his iiDagfnation, and the" pointed (l^rengtli 
o£ h)6 'femimeiHEt Mr. ^rowne fiyl^d him^ti^iQ 
Shatfpeare of Italy! It is alfo obfervable, that 
kts-lang-uageiiclearer t& Sr fbreigner, and eafier 
to be underlloqd by a learne; of Italian, thwL aoK 
»ther poet of that country, which is aii'uri- 
dpubtcd pro^f sf the pHfity wd per/efliaB cA 
his poetry.J 

* CoryigUtf ad un %icvane PoelA. ' 

that 
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t)iat Greece had hot a fabiilift equal 
to La Fontaine, nor a comic poet fo 
perfeft as Moiiere; that Horace, Lon- 
ginus, and Boileau, were the beft cri- 
tics that ever exifled, and that no- 
thing which was not conformable to 
their principles was good. I fought 
only the progrefs of the art among 
men who are full of genius, and 
who have a divine poetical language, 
but who know not what to do either 
with the one or the other. I allowed 
that thefe three critics would have 
been charmed with the beauties of 
Dante and Axiofto, taken from na- 
ture, and founded on truth; but that 
they would have condemned the 
whole of thofe two poems, as being 
contrary to realbn, good fenfe, and 
confequently to good tafte, and, as 
models, 
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hiodelsi dangerous , to an extreme for ■ 
young poetS- 

-My book procured me fome votes 
iand many reproaches ; the poets took, 
the alarm; they cried that the true 
tafte of the ItaUah poetry would perifti, 
if attention were given to an Ultramon* 
lain {TiXs^tra fynonymous with them 
to that of barbarian). 

There were fo many perfons who 
citclaiifned, and they exclaimed fo 
loudly,, that I myfelf was beginning 
diiioft to believe that my book was 
good for nothing ; when one morning 
I found an extradt of it in the EffemS- 
ridt Leiterarie of Rome, with fome 
remarks which did it juftice ; this gave 
me the more :pleafure, as I was an 
utter ftrabger toit till that moment, 
and. as the article was there ihferted 
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by the Count de Bianconi, miriifter • 

from the court of Drefden, well' 

known for his tafte and talents-: with 

this fuffragc, I had ten or twelve: 

more; that was a great deal, if you 

confider that at Naples I had only 

four: at Rome there are 200^000 

inhabitants; at Naples 400,000: in 

thofe two cities I found about iixteen 

perfons who admitted nature and truth 

to be the foundation of. poetry, and-" 

who acknowledged Horace, Longitlus, . 

and Boileau, to be judges : of this 

fmall number, the Abb6 ScarpfeUi, 

whom 'you have heard mentidned as . 

one 'of the- beft poetis of the Arcadia^ 

wi&'jyris'J this is . x ^nriet. which he 

ffcnt m€, 1 and . which: 'I iniert hcre^" . 

left-yoir:*il1ould' noC- have feen' if. at; 

tfi'e'wid'.ofi-itlie -third :edition.. of. jiiy.; . 

h^k, where it isvplaced, 

ail' 
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All' ERtioiTissiMo Signof 
Sherlock. 

soNetto* 

Chi pon filcnzio in Pindo al turbm roco 
Di TUoti di ragion carmi fonanti? 

Chi full' arc del gufto avvi?a il focd 
Dal ccner freddo che prcmealo innaOtif 

Sei tu, 'figgloSHERLOCKj che prefe a gioco 
Le nagic' opre e i favdlofi incanti, 

Fai.che a I^Tatdra e a VeriTa diao loco 
L'alte fpllie dc'Paladiai crrami: 

Tu diifipi i Dantefchi orror (egreil, 
Che in Aufonia finof calto divino 
Et^^er dai troppo crciJuU Poetii 

Onde il guar4o volgendpal.fuol Latino 
Fiacco c Boileau, faiti per te piil lieti ; 
Ecco, gridano, ItalUft,iltuD Longino. 

iSottofCullodfrd'Arcadia in Bafna* 
K « . ■ Imit^ 
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Imite librement. 

Qui fait taire ceS fons qu'un vain dclire cnfanteP 
Qui rallume du gout \c Sambeau paliffant? 
C'cft toi, Sherlock ; par loi la raifoD triomphante. 
Voit deja parroi nous Ton culte renaiflaiu. 

Epris du Fcrrarois, fon exeinple iofidclc, 
Egaroit aotre efprit fur fa trace emporte; 
Ton ouvrage a nos yeux oflTre un autre tnodele 
Gclui de la Nature et dc la VERiTt. 

Hoiace en tes ccms rcconnoit fon genie, 
Defpreaux applaodit a ton gofit fur ct fin ; 
Tousdeuxontdit, "ObordsdcranciqueAnfonie, 
Bords heureux, vous auffi, vous avez un Longio." 

To the moft )earned Signor 
Sherlock. 

Sa»NET, 

Oo Pindus* fummit wKo allays the fiotTiis, 

The empty reafomiig, «f melodious bards? 
Who on the rock of tafte thus nobly warms 
. The frgzcn alhes, voQt.to claim rewards } 

'Tii 
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'Tis thou, fage Sherlock, who baft taught oQr 
youth ■ ■ 

Of magic a&d romance to fpuni the flights. 
Triumphant long o'er Nature and o'er Truth 

lo the mad follies of advemVous knightt: 
Thou Dante's fccret horrors canft difpcrfe, 
Crown'd tP Aufonia by ihc fons of v^rfe, , 

Too weak and credulous, with wreatns divine: 
Whence turning to theLatian Ihore, we fee 
Horiice, Bgileaui made more renown'd by tbecj 

A flew Longinus, Italy, is ihine. 

Upder-Jceeper of the Arcadia in Rome. 

You hav€ here a great deal of me 
and my book: but allowance muft 
be -made for the vanity of an author: 
I always had felfflove enough, and 
iince I am printed, I perceive J have 
ipuch more, 



Kj LET- 
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RQMEf 
Jff ne'vout paffe r'tmft vota ti^tei Grand henme^ 
Urkfj you're grear, I will forgivf you nothiitgf 

'J "'HAT is well faid, and it is a 
■ great ipan who fays it: But if 
ycm ^e a great man-— one ought to 
blufh at being able todifcover ah exr 
pletive ill Corneille, or a pun in Shak* 
fpeare, when both are furrounded by 
!i. crowd of beauties !■ this is one of 
the fubjedts on which; I 'have had oc- 
eafion to be dilBtisfied >vith the 
French ; they were ahyays calumniT 
?ting Shakipcare, and 1 Ihoiiid have 
fufFered much lefs if (hey had at- 
tacked myfelf. Nature never pro- 
duced a poet equal to him; Homer 
ijpproaches the neareft to him, but. 
4 at 
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at a great *diftance: yOu'fmile; but 
a moment ago, fay you, I condemned 
the Italians for the extravagance of 
their prejudices in favour. of Dante; 
and now 1 am guilty of the fame 
crime, and from the fame caufe, an 
excefs of national felf-love. I did not 
prefume to condemn Dante on my 
own ideas : much lefs do I prefume 
to exalt Shakfpeare on my own Judge- 
ment : I would Qot admit the ItaUans 
as judges of Dante, nor the Engliih 
as judges of Shakfpeare ; I fummOn 
them both to the tribunal of Longi- 
nus, Horace, and Boileau; and I would 
have each of them hold the rank 
which fliall be granted him by the 
united decifion of thofe critics. ' 

* Prcximiis . > */ed kn^o proximus intervallo. 
K. 4 It 
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It would- be wronging me.tq think 
that I would exclude a nation from 
judging of its own poets. When men 
have their- tafte formed on fure prin- 
ciples, thofe of the fame country are 
unqueftionably the beft judges^ of 
their authors; but a Ruffian, well 
.acquainted with the poets and cri- 
tics of Greece, Rome, and France, 
- would judge with more certainty of 
the merit of Racine, than a Parifian, 
born with equal talents, but who, 
had not cultivated them. 

Thus it was that I reafoned with 
the French in favour of Shakfpeare: 
an Englilh youth goes to fchool at 
eight years of age ; he ftays there 
till fixteen ; he then pafles five years 
at the univerfity : during that time 
he only fludies the Greek, Latin, an^ 
French 
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-French authors, and the fciences'; 

. for an Engliftiman does not make a 
ftudy of his own language, the only 
ei^ntial-defetft-in his education. At 

'the age then ofone-and-twenty, deeply- 
read in the ancient authors, and with 
his tafte formed on the principles of 
Horace, Longinus, and Boileau, he 

, begins to read Shakfpeare; theEnglifli 
nation is reckoned to have judgment,' 
and this is their education; in two 
hundred years, there has not been a 
Jingle voice in this country agairift 
this poet: 1 then quoted to them this 
paflage of Longinus, in the words of 
Eoileau : ** When in a great number 
^* of perfons of different profeflions 
** and ages every one has been affected 
*' in the fame manner, this uniform 
^* opinion and approbation of fo many 
" minds, 
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■" minds, in other refpeift* &> difcor» 
" dant, is a certain and undoubted 
" proof that there is there fomething 
" of the marvellous and the great." 

All this did not convince them; 
a Frenchman does not like reafon- 
.ing; he has always anfwered me by, a 
ion mot. 

The enlightened Italians will own, 
'allowing all the merit of Dante, that 
his poem is the worft that there is 
.in any language: when we think of 
the age in which he lived, the poet 
muit be deemed a prodigy; when we 
read his poem at prefent, it muft be 
confidered as a mafs of various kinds 
of knowledge gothickly. heaped toge- 
ther, without order and without de- 
:fign. Take away from the Divine 
Comedy five or fix beautiful palTages, 
and 
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Knd four or five hundred fine varies, 
what remains is only a tiilue of har- 
' harifms, abfurdities, and horrors. 
And had not Shakfpeare faults! 
He had many and great ones: he 
wrote ten volunies of plays, he wrote 
for. the ftage, and he was obliged to 
flatter the tafte of his age, which 
was baji.-^^ Therefore the merit of 
Shakfpeare and that of Dante are 
pqual; they both had fublime beau- 
ties and great faults :-f-There is only 
this difference,- that the grand paff^ges 
of the Italian poet are reducible to 
the narration of Count Ugolino, the 
hiftory of Francefca di Bimini, the 
defcription of the arfenal of Venice, 
and two or 'three more; and that 
the grand paflages of Shakfpeare are 
innumerable; that in Dante we fhall 
find, 
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find, in three pages, four beautiful 
lines; and that in Shakfpeare we, 
Ihall find,* in four pages, lix lines / 
that are not beautiful. 

This poet gained by his talents 
the patronage of fovereigns, and the 
friendfhip of nobles;' he was cele- 
brated with emulation by all the 
poets his contemporaries and his ftic- 
ceflbrs ; an inconteftable proof that a 
genius fo rare was even fuperior to 
envy. ■ 

The beft pieces of Shakfpeare have 
faults ; but each of his good ones 
feems to me to referable the church 
of St. Peter: this temple, the moft 
wonderful in the world, has a thou- 
fand faults, a thoufand bad things in 
Iculpture, painting, &c. &c. but I 
pity the man who thinks of looking 
foi- 
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for ^hem: when a fault prefents it- 
feif, let him' advance a.ftep farther, 
a fublime beauty expefls birti. ' '■ 
Thefe ideas ftpuck me this morn- 
ing while I was walking in this church : 
I went thither with a Pole, a French- 
nwn, and an Englifhman: the Eng-" 
lilhman looked for beauties; the 
Frenchman for faults ; the ■ Pole 
looked for nothing. When-,w0 were 
at the end of the church, ' Behold,' 
fays the Frenchman, ' that Charity 
* of Bernini, bow wretched it is ! the 
' air of her head is affeiled, her flelh 
< is without bone, and (he makes 
'frightful faces.' :■" Thefe remarks 
"appear to me j nil enough," replies 
the Bnglilhman, ;".but, look on. the 
" other fide of the altar, you- will 
" fee one of the fineft pieces -^fmo^ 
-. ... 3 " dern 
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" dern fcuipture, the Jujlke of Gng* 
" lielmo della Porta." ' You are in 
' the right,* fays the Frenchmart 
(without looking at it), ' but that 
' child at the foot of the Charity dif- 
' gufts me more than its ndother.* 
While the Englifhman continued to 
praife the Jujlice, and the French^ 
man to criticife the CbOrity, the Pole 
looked at the door by which we 
Entered, and faid • to me, that ' the 
' church was much longer than he 
' imagined.* 

In paflihg under the dome, the 
boldnefs of Michael Angelo reminded 
me of the imagination of Shaklpeare; 
and the fucceffive impreflions made 
on me by the JuIKee, the Charityj 
the St. Miebael -of Guido, the St. 
Jerom of DoniinicHino, andtiiefranf' 
'■ figiiratioi* 
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figuration of Raphael, Were fithilaf 
td thofe which I have often felt in' 
reading Othello, Sec. The FrencH- 
mah's delicacy oftei> degenerates intrf 
fqueamilhnefs ; he is too. ealily of-' 
feiided ; and he fiifiers more pain 
froin one fault than he enjoys plea- 
fare from ten beauties. I a'm the friend 
of reafon and 'exa£tnefe as much as' 
Boileau was; but lean padon fome' 
faults which are compenfated by nH^ 
merous and fublime beauties: 

Je ne vous fa(fe rimfi vms Twites Grand Henuw^ , 

is tlie language of the King, of Pruffia;' 
it is alfothat of Lotiginus; and, kft' 
youiftiouldhave forgotten the pai&^e}" 
<ak,e it as follows: :; - ' ii ■' 

" It is alniofl; impoflibte for |a mid-' 
" dling genius tojcommit.faults.fi'fol' 
... "as 
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". aS he venttires nothings and 'nevei- 
'* rifes, he remains in fat'ety; inftead. 
'*- of which, The .grdat man, of him*' 
'* felf, and by his own greatnefsj 
**• flips and is in danger. — Tliough I 
•* have remarked many faiilts in 
"-Homer, and in all the molt celc- 
" brated authdrs, and though I am 
** perhaps the man in the world 
*f. whom they pleaTe the'leaft, I reckon 
'i:tbat thefe are faults which they 
"did not regard, and negligences 
" which efcaped them, becaufe their 
"■genius, which only ftudied the 
" great, could not dwell on httle 
'^imatters. In a word, I maintain 
'S that the fablime, though it does 
** not fupport itfelf equally throiigh-*,' 
«'dnt, prevails over all the reft. In 
" Theocritus; there is nothing but 
" what 
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^' what is happily imagiiied; hut will 
" you therefore fay that Theocritus 
** is a greater poet than Horiaer, wKb 
*' wahts order arid coritrivarice in fe- 
" Veral paifages of his writings ; hut 
" who conimits this fault only on 
" account of that divine fpirit which 
** hurries him away, and which he 
** cannot regulate as he would." Ah ! 
if Longihus had read Shakfpeare! 

This principle is in like mantifer 
fupported by Horace ; 

— UW plura nitent in carmine-^ 

As in Shakfpeare, 

Non egopaucis eff'endar macuiis ; 

In a Work where many beauties thinCf 

I will not caTil at i few miftakea : 

And by the bye, 

Vii piauia nitent hi carmine. 
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^ ii> Dante, I will not fuffer.myfejf 
to . be dazzled by fome flireds of 
purple *. 

. We fliould have little enjoyment 
in the contemplation of .the arts, of 
of nature, if we always looked for 
an exemption from faults. I do not 
,alk any indulgence for Carlo Marattij 
.but woe to the man who cannot par- 
don a defetSl of .contour in Rubens or 
.Cprregio! . 



LETTER XXir. 

From, THE Middle of the Alps. 
T PalTed thefe mountains with a young 
-*- Frenchman, who was paffioaatply 
fond of the Italian mufic: \vhen we 
arrived at our- inn, we went to take 

.. ., * PuTfureus f annus. 

a walk 
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■a walk on the fide of a fmall lake, 
furrounded by a delightful wood:, 

* Parbleu^ faid he, ' Nature is very 

* ridiculous here.' — " Ha!" replied I, 
** this is fomething new : I have often 
" heard of the caprices of nature, but 

^* you are the firlt who have found 
,** her ridiculous." — ' Liften!' faid he; 
(the wood refounded with the fong 
of nightingales, and- the lake was full 
of frogs that were croaking) * have 

* you ever heard fuch a concert?' — 
*' Yes, I have heard fome Frenchmen 
*' and Italian women ling together." 
He took the joke in good part, and 

.we laughed at the ridiculoufnefs of 
nature, and of the opera-lingers at 
Paris. 

From the date of this letter you 

expe<5i:, no doubt, fomething fublime 

La on 
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on the Alps, on Hannibal, or L'lvy: 
Not a word ; it is another volume 
of my letters, which I am going to 
announce to you, on the northern 
parts of Italy, which are much more 
cultivated in every refj^dl than thofc 

. of the fouth, on the other Germati 
courts, Sec. &x. But left 1 ^Ihould 
not fulfir this threat, let me tell you 
at prefent, that of all the princes 
whom I have feen, he that pleafes 
me the moft is Prince * Erneft df 
Mecklenburgh-Strelitz;andthatVenice 
feems to me the Athens of Italy. You 
have a fine opportunity of determining 
this laft idea in tbs 'trlbmie at Florence, 

. by comparing the Venus of Titian 

with that of Medicis; examine them 

both with attention, and you will 

[* Third brother to the Qu«ea of England.^ 

4 allow . 
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allow that no impartial perfon can 
prefer the work, of the Grecian artift 
to that of the Venetian®. If you 

. wifli to have other proofs, I cite the 
general turn of mind and manners 
of the inhabitants ; and I add to the 
name of Titian thofe of Palladio, 
MafFei, and Algarotti. 

As to Prince Erneft, I think him 
every thing that can be defired in 
a prince; and if you would have a 

' proof of that, go to Zell. 

[• Bur, it may be aflocd, how can a ftatue be 
well compared with a pifture, cfpecially of a 
imfter whofe drawing is generally thought de- 
feflive, and whofe chief excellence is his colour- 
ing? and bcfidcs, the Venus of Titian, I appre- 
hend, is cumbcnt.j 



L3 
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L E T T j: R .xxiir, .. .;;. - 

Fernev, April zS, 1776*. 

^ I ^HE Marquis d'Argens, of An-, 
gouleme, gave me. a .lelter.,to 
M. de Voltaire, with whom he is in- 
timately acquainted. Every one re^- 
commended by M. d'Argens is fure to 
be. well received at Ferney : M. de 
Voltaire treated me with great civi- 
lity ; my firft vifit lafted two hours, . 
and he invited me to dinner the next 
day. Each day, when I left him, I . 
went to an inn, where I wrote down 
the moft remarkable things that he 
had faid to me; here they are. 

* The reader fees the reafon why I have not 
placed my letters m chronological order; and if 
he does not fee it, u is no matter. 

I 

He 
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M. d'Hornois, coualellor iri the par- 
liament of Parts', held him by" the. 
arm ; he faid to rhe, with a very 
weak voice',' " You fee a very oM 
" man, who makes a great effort to 
" have the" honour of feeing you ; 
" will you take a walk in ray gar- 
«"den? It will'pleafe you, for it is' 
" in the Englirii tafte; if was I who 
"'iiitfoduced' that tafte into France, 
" and it is become univerfal; but the 
" French parody ,your gardens, they 
^ put thirty acres in three." 

From his gardens you fee the Alps, 
the Lake, the city of Geneva, and 
its environs, which are very pleafant/ 
He faid, " It is a beautiful profpeSif 
he pronounced thefe words tolerably' 
well. 

L. 4 S. How 
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S, How long is it iince yqu ^ypre 

in England? 

K Fiffy years at leaft. . 

His Ne_^bew. It v^as. at thp time 
when you printed t^p ^rft ^tioa of 
your Henriade. 

We then talked of Uteratrire; an4. 
from that moment he ^^gpt his ag^. 
and infirmities, and fppke y'ith th^ 
. warmth of a man of thirty. He faid 
fome flioc)sing things againft Mpfe;^ 
and againft Shakfpeare. 

K Shakfpeare is detefiably tranf- 
lated by M. 4e la Hace. He has fub^ 
ftituted ^.e la Place to Shakfpeare. I 
have tranflated the three firft ads of 
Julius Caefar with exadtnefs: a tranf- 
l^tor fliouUl lofe his own gepius, and 
altume tbat of bis author. If the 
author be a buffoon, the tranflator 
fliould 
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ftipvild be fo top: Shafcfpeaie sivnv^. 
had a buffoon; it was the tafte of 
the age, which he took from the 
Spaniards : the Spaniards had always 
a buffoon; fonjietinie* it was a god, 
fometimes a devil ; fonnietijnes he 
prayed, at other times he fought. 

We talked of Spain. 

y. It is a country of which we 
know no more than of the moft fa- 
vage parts of Africa, and it is not 
worth the trouble of being known. 
If a roan would travel there, he muft 
carry his be^i, 8cc. When he comes 
into a town, he muft go into oneftreet 
to buy a bottle of wine, a piece of a 
mule in another, he finds a table in 
a third, and he fups. A French no- 
bleman was paijing through Pampe- 
Juna: he fent out for a fpit; there 
was 
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was only 'one in the town, and tliaf 
Was borrowed for a wedding. 
'•' HisNepbew. That is a village which' 
M. de Voltaire has built ! " 

F. Yes; we are free here; cut off' 
a' little corner, and we are out of 
France. I afked fome privileges for- 
my children here, and the king has 
granted me all that I afked, and has 
declared the country of Gex free from' 
all the ta:xes of the farmers-general; 
fo that fait, which formerly fold for 
ten fols a pound, noNV fells for four. " 
I have nothing more toafli — except' 
to live." 

■ We went into the librarV. 

■ 'F. There are fevei-al of your coun- 
trymen (he had Shakfpeare, Milton,' 
Congreve, Rochefter, Shaftefbury, Bo- 
Ungbroke, Robertfon, Hume,' Sec.) 

■ Robertfon 
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RobeVtfon is youc*Livy-; his Charles V.', 
is written with truth. Hume wrote' 
his hiftory , to be applauded, Rapin to- 
inftrutft; and both obtair^ed their ends. - 
. " S. -You knew lord Ghefterfield? 

F. Yes, I knew him; he had a great - 
deal of wit. ' . - ■ 

S. You know lord Hervey*? ■ ■ ■ 

F, I have the honour to correfpond 
with him. 

S. He has talents. 
: ;^. ■ As nmcb wit as Lord Ghefter- 
field, and more folidity. 

' ^.-LordBoIingbroke and youagreed 
that we have not one good tragedy,. 

F. True; Cato is incomparably well 
written: Addifon had much tafte, but 
the abyfs between tafte and genius is. 
immenfe. Shakfpeare had an amazing 

• Now Earl of Briftol. * 

genius, 
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genius, but no taft? ; he has fpoiled thfl 
tefte of the nation ; be ba>, been theit 
tsfte for dwo bwndred yeare; and what 
is the tafte of a, natioa &r Wo hundred 
years, will be (o for two.thojjfand : this 
tafte becomes a, religion ; and there is 
in your country a great many fanatics 
. in regard to Sliakfpeare. 
, iv Were' you perfonaJly acquainted 
with Lord Bolingbroke? 

K Yes; his face wasimpoiing, ajid 
fo. was his voice; in his works th«re 
are many leaves, and little fruit; dif- 
tpcted eKpraffions, and periods into- 
lerably, long.. 

'^' There," feid he, " ygu fee the 
'(■ Als:orjW, Wihieh is well read-jt leaft :" 
it was marked throughout with. bits, 
of paper: "xht^AVe HjJJoric DouMs 
" by Horace Walppfe' (which had alfo 
feveral 
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feveral marks) " here is the portrait 
" of Richard III*'''; you feej he was a 
*• handfome youth." 

S, You have built a church ? 

F. True; and it is the only ohe in 
the univerfe in honour of God t ; you 
have churches l>uilt to St. Pauls to 
St Genevieve, but not one to God. 

This is what he faid to me thfc 
firft day. You did not «3£pei£t any . 
connedlion in this dialogue, becaufel 
«(ily put down the moft flrifcihg things 
that he faid. I have perhaps mddglfed 
fome of his phrafes; but, as well as 
I can recolteta, I haVe givdn his own 
words. 

* In the frdntifpiccc, [drawn by Vertue and 
engraved by Grignion. Mr. Walpole purchafed 
this drawing at Verme's iale. Whence it was 
taken is not known, probably from fome painted 
window.'] 

■f- The infcription was, Deo erexh Voltaire, 

LET- 
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Fer,net, 

'' I ^ H E next day, as we fat dowa 
to dinner, he faid, " We are 
" here for liberty and property *. This 
" gentleman + is a Jefiiit, ' he wears 
** his hat : I am a- poor invalid, I 
" wear my night-cap." ■' ■ ■ 

I do not immediately recolle£t why 
he quoted thefe verfes : 

Here lies the mutton-eating king, 
'Whofepromife none relics on, ■ 

Who never faid a foolifli thing, ■ 
Nor ever did a wife one J. 



« In Englifli. 
. t Father Adam. 
■ \X i-ord Rochcfier on KiHg Charles II.] 



Bur, 
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But, fpcaking of Racine, he quoted 
thefe two ; ■ ■ 

,The weighty bullion pf 6pe:fterliog line, : 
Drawn to French wire would through laholc 
pages ftiine*. 

, S. The Englifli prefer Corneille to 

-Racine. 

r. That is becaufe the Englilh are 
not fufficiently acquainted- with the 
French tongue to 'feel the beaAities of 
Racine's ftyle, or the hatnrony of hii's 
verfification : Corneille ought to ple^e 

.themmore,beeaufehei6 nioreftriking; 
but Racine pleafes the French, becaufe 
he has more foftnefs and tendernets. 
S. How did you find, the Englilh 
faret? ■ r. Very 

[* Lord Rofcommon's EfTiy on TranQated 
^Verfe. Englilh Poets, vol. X. p. 2i_^.) 

[•f- In the original it is, " Comment, av'ez vous 
" trouve !a cbere Angloifc" [the Engliih cheer]. 

Voltaire 
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V, Very frefti and very white. 

It ihould be remembered, that 
when he made this pun upon wo- 
mferi, he was in his eightythird year* 

S* Their language? 

V. Energic, precife, and barbarous ; 
they are the only nation that pro- 
nounces their A, E. 

He related an anecdote of Swift: 
** Lddy GMteret, wife of the Lord 
** Lieutenant of Ireland in Swift's 
•* time, laid to Him, The air of this 
'* country is good;" Swift fell down ■ 
on his knees, * For God's fake, madam, 

* don't fay fo in England ; they will 
' certainly tax it.' 

He afterwards iaid, that ** though 
" he could not perfedtly pronounce 

Voltaire Jotalarly anfweri as if it Were ' chair^ 

• fleth.' The tranflaiOr has endeavoured to retain 
the pun.] 

« EngUfh, 
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f Eng^ifh, his eai: ,was ienfible- of the 
i! harmony of .their language aii.d of 
ff their saHRaaoa; that Pope an4 
" Dryden had .the moft hsrnapny ii> 
" ipQetry, Addjlbn in profe." 
, '■ ' /T. Haw have;yau found the French ? 

■S. Amiable and witty: I only find 
©ne fault with ;t)iera; thfy imitate 
the Erigli(h too njuch. 

r. How ! '49 ybu think ns svorthy 
to be originals' ourielves ? 

S. Yes, Sir. , 

K So -do I too; but it is qf your 
government that we are jealous. 

S, I ha\£e. found the French more 
free than I expei5ied. 

r. Yes, as to walking, or eating 

whatever iie .pleafes, or lolling in his 

elbow-chjir, a Frenohman is free 

enough-; but as- to taxes — Ah ! Sir, 

M you 
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you are happy, you may-do any thing y 
we are born in flavery, and -we die in 
flavery ; we cannot even die as we will, 
we muft have a prieft. 

Speaking of our government, he 
faid, " the Englilh fell themfelves, 
" which is a proof that they are 
" worth fomething : we French do 
" not fellourfelves; probably becaufe 
** we are worth nothing." 

5. What is your opinion of the 
Elo'ife.' 

V. It will not be read twenty years 
hence. 

S. Mademoifelle de I'Enclos has 
written good letters. 

V. She never wrote one; they were 
by the wretched Grebillon. 

" The Italians," he faid, " were a 

" nation of brokers; that .Italy was 

» an 
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.". m old wardrobe, in which there 
" were many old cloaths of exquifite 
•" tafte. We are ffill," faid he, " to 
y* know whether the fubjetSts of thp 
" Pope or of. the Grand Turk are tlie 
-", ipoft ^bjecl.!'. ; 

;i^ He talked of England .and.of Shak- 
-fpeare ; and explained to.Hadatn Renis . 
part of a fcene in Henry y, whei'e the 
King makes love Jo Queen Catherine 
in bi(d French,., and of another in 
Avhich that ,Queea. rakes, a leffon in 
Engliih from her waiting-woman, and 
..where, t^ere. are feyeral very grofs 
do\ible-entendres, particui^Iy o^ the 
word 'foot;'' and then addreffing hiiij- 
felf to me, " But fee," faid he, " whjt 
" it is to be an author; he will do a^y 
" thing to get money." 

K When.I.fee an pngliOiman fub- 
M 2 ■ tie 
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tie 4hd fond of law-fuitS/K'Tay, < There 
' is a Norman, who c»mit' iri with 
'William the tonquerori' Wh6ti 1 
fee a man good-natured find polite, 

* that is 6ne who tame with the Planr 

* tagenets;* a brutal ch^afafter, * that 
' is a Dane;* for your nation, as Well 
as your language, is a medley of 
m'afly othefs. 

After dinner, paffing through 4 
little parlour, where there was 9 
head of liocke, another of the ^ CounT 
tefs -of Coventry, andfeyeral more, he 
took me hy* the' arm, and ftbpped itie 
•— " Do yqu kiiow thjs buft*; it is 
'' the greatfeft geniu? 'th^t ever ex^ 
t' ifted : if all the geniufes of the 
'^ univerfe were alTernbled, he fliould 
f( lead the band." 

f It was the buft of Newton. 

It 
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K.was of Newton, and of his own 
works, that he always fpoke with the 
gTsateft warmth. 



LETTER XXV. 

T P you have not time to read a ftiort 
detail of trifling circumftances re- 
lating to Voltaire, pafs this letter. 

His houfe is convenient, and wel} 
furniflied ; among other pictures is 
the portrait of the Emprefs gf £uffia, 
and that of the King of Pruflia, which 
Was fent him by that monarch, as was 
alfo his own. bitft in Berlin porcelaii^ 
with the infcription immortalis. 

His arms are on bis door, and -on 

all his plates, which are of fdver: at 

the defert, the Ipoons, forks, and 

M 3 blades 

D,gn,-prihyGOO^Ie 



[ i66 3 

blades of the knives, -were of lilver 
gilt : there "were two courics, and five 
fervants, three of whom were in livery : 
no ftrange fervant is allowed to enter. 

He fpends his time in reading, wri- 
ting, playing ^t chefs ycith Father 
Adatn, and in looking at the work- 
men building in his village. 

The foul of this extraordinary man 
has been the theatre of every ambi- 
tion : he willied to be a tiniverfal 
writer ; he wifhed to be rich ; he 
wifhed to be noble ; and he has 
fucceeded in all. 

His laft ambition was to found a 
town ; and if we examine, we Ihall 
find that all his ideas tended to this 
point. After the difgr'ace of M; de 
Choifeul, when the French miniftry 
had laid afide the plan of building 
* ' ' ■ ' ' . a 
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a town at Veribbi, in order to eftablilh 
a manufadtory there, and to under- 
mine the trade of the people of Ge- 
neva, Voltaire determined to do at 
Ferney what the French government 
had intended to do at Verfoix. 

He embraced the moment of the 
■dtHentions inthe republic of Geneva, 
and by fair promifes he engaged the 
exiles to take refuge .with him, and 
many of the malcontents followed 
■them thither. " 

He caufed the firft houles to be 
-built, and gave them for a perpetual 
quit-rent; he then lent money, by 
-Way of annuities, to thofe who would 
build themfelves; to fome on his own 
life, to others on the joint lives of 
himfelf arid Madam Denis. 

- ■ ■ i M 4 His 
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Mis fole t)t!)e<Sl feerfted to me to 
have beeh the improveinfent of this 
viUag*: that «ras his moSve fbt- ajkjiig 
an exemption :frotntaxess that was 
the reafon vHy he 'endea»oiire(J evra^ 
day to inveigle ^opkmen' from Oedevi 
to eftabliih there a mandfeiloi^ of 
clodi-ttialkiB^. I do fitot fay fliat; He 
did not think af money j but I am 
cOfiviticed that it wate oniy^ fecxyndary 

On the two days I faw hinr, He 
Vpofe vrUite doth Ihoes, frhite woWlen 
flockings, red breeches, Willi a n^ht"- ' 
gown and Waiftcoat of Mue linen 
flowered and lifted with yelloV: he 
had on a griziite tv-ig wife thiti tieS, 
-and over it a filk Bight-caif e'tri- 
broidered with gold arid filwiv : ' 

■r '■■' Twelve 
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T.wdve years ago he bad his tomb 
built- on the fi<3e of his church fronting 
his houTe. fa the chursh, which is 
fmall, there is nothing extraordinary) 
except over the akar, where there is a 
iingle figure in gilt woOdj without a 
croft : it is faid to bC; himfelf ; for 
it is pretentled that he ■ always had 
»n idea of founding a religion. 



i, fi T T E ft XSVl. 

« "^OU Wbuld pubKih a book," 
fays La Bruyere; how many 
critics will 'fall upon you! You will 
he cilled to account for yoirt-'thoughte, 
for your phrafeSj for your words> 
'" This," you will be tpld, " is OBiy 
" proper for converfaciota 5 th« is only 
"^'jilea 
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*' ufed in the florid ftyle ; this other is 
** trite; thislaftis not received: writd 
** according to the fafhion, or da not 
*' write at all." 

■ Alas ! there am'I already condeilxned j 
I know nothing of the fafhion, and I 
cannot keep from writing*. I can- 
not give an account either of my 
phrafes, or of my words + ; much left 
of my folecifms and barbarifms: Par- 
don therefore the ftyle, dear reader, 
and recoUei^ that in my preamble I 

* Tanlus amor fcribendi me rapit. 

"t" I except one" only ; if an expreffiop in my 
firft page be criricifed, I anfwer that 1 have ufed 
it in its literal fenfci that 1 know, no title fd glo- 
rious for a man as that of goodi and if the ill- 
nature and depravity of mankind have, annexed 
.other ideas to that word, that is not a reafon why 
It ihoutd not be ufed in its primitive llgnification. 
£The reafon why the author has defended this 
expreflioa is, that bon homme in French has three 
fignificauons; it means a good man^ z filly good- 
natured man, and a cuckold. It is feldom ufed 
but ia the two latter Icnfes.J 

' " ' promifed 
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promifed you hothing but fome ideas 
and truth. 



L ?: T T EU .XXVIL 

^ife peint tout en heau dans ces lieux qa'il babitfy 
Miconnoit la natufs, et rive en Sybarite. ■' 

He miftakesnature who paints all things bright; 
And dreams like a luxurious Sybarite. 

''I 'HE philofopher of Sans-foud 
•*■ is in the right; and I think I 
am not miftaken in faying that we 
ought to look on the fair fide as 
much' as- we can, becaufe it is for 
Out happineis to do fi>* Itvifli that 
this fyftem were uiliverfal, and in ordej 
to eftablilh it, I would have every one 
look for the bright rather than the 
dark iide of an object; the oppofite 
-fyftem is' that which' jM^vails-; a ne* 
\ ■ '4 character 
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char&dler comes into company, i new 
book appears, nothing is fought for 
in them but faults ; and if one finds 
none, one thinks it is a proof of 
want of wit : I have always thought 
the contrary; and I think it a more 
certain proof of wit and tafte to dif- 
cover a iiilgle beauty than to point 
out ten fkuhs. In your travels there" 
fore loofc always for the be«uti%il( 
and Wihen you- meet » difagreeJble 
object turn away your bead: I allow 
you but iane «»cQpiion tp this rule; 
whok a beggar preletits lumfelf,;laok 
upon him'; for you can convert ^i^o 
p)eafui<e the paio which the fight 
.of. hire will ^ive youj by teUeving 
Us diftrefs. : ; ; 

Adieu, my daareft friend j } have 

tmvdled Stventl years ; I' have ken 

many 
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many men; and the moft valuable 
leflbn that 1 have learned in my travels 
is this; Difierent countries have dif- 
ferent taftes, and different ways of 
thinking on various fubjeSs: in one 
point they all agree, that the beft letter 
of recommendation that a man can 
carry, is a good heart; and that 
the fureft method to make himfelf 
loved and refpeiled every where, 

is to DO GOOD. 



FINIS. 
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Lately printed for J.Nichols. 

Britilh Topography, or an Hinorical Account of what 
Jias been done for illuftrating the Topographical Antiqui- 
ties of Great Britain and Ireland. In two large volumes, 
quarto. Price Two Guineas and a Half in boards. 

■ A Collcftion of all the Wills, now known to be extant, 
of the Kings and Queens of England, Princes and Prin- 
fcfles of, Wales, "and eveiy Branch of the Blood Royal, 
from the Reign of William the Conqueror to that of 
Henry the Seventh exdulive. With explanator)' Notes, 
and a Gloffary. Price' Eighteen Shillings in boardj. 

Medals, Coins, Great Seals, and other Works of 
Thomas Simon ; engraved and defcrihed by George 
Vertue. The fecond edition, with additional plates and 
notes, and an appendix by the editor. Quarto, Price 
one guinea in boards. 

The Connexion of the Roman, Saxon, and Englifb 
Coins; deducing the antiquities, cuftoins, and manners 
of each people to modem times, particularly the origin 
of feudal tenures, and of Parliaments. lUuftrated 
throughout with critical and hiftorical remarks on vari- 
ous authors, both facred and prophane. By W. Clarke, 
A. M. Chancellor of the Church of Chichcfter. Qiiarto. 
Price one guinea in boards. 

The Hiftory of the Town of Thetford, in the Coun- 
ties of Norfolk and Suffolk, from the earlieft accounts 
to the prcfent time. By the late Mr. Thomas Martin, of 
Palgrave, Suffolk, F. A. S. Revifed for the Prefs by 
Mr, Gough; Quarto. Price in boards il. 4s. 

Mr. Pegge on the Coins of Cunobelin. 410. Price 53. 
fewed. 

Some Account of the Alien Priories, and of fuch 
I^nds as they are known to have pofTefied in England 
and Waies. Two volumes, crown odavo, adorned with 
a Map of Normandy, and eight other elegant Engravings, 
price js. fewed. 
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rOrar 'liew editions' -of the Supplement to Sivifi't 
Wprks J with .e^planati^ry notes pn all ^he, fgrper 
voIiuneSfr and an Index, by J,' Nichols? Ii gii'ano, 
large c^avo, fmall oriavO( ^nd iSmo.— By the gfiiftancc 
tof this Stippleinent, thofc who arc poiTefled of detached 
parts of Swift's valuable writings in any (ize m.iy compleal 
iheir fets, as the latter volumes of every edition may be 
had feparately. ■ . i ' ' ' . 

; Kuffia: Or, a Complete Hiftofical Account ofalf tlie 
Kations which compofc that Empire. Two' ,vVilt:m^a, 
octavo, price iO|i.6d, in boards. ' TJie two cqtlclfi^Jng 
volumes will foon be publiihed. " '"' 

Hymns tp the Supreme Being r In imitation of tljp 
Eaftern Songs. Oflafo. Price 3s. 6d. in bo^fds. 

A complete and elegant Et^itio^i of fjxe EngUili pQCXs, 
in fixty volumes, with Prefaces biographical and ciitital 
10 each / ijn, LL.t). 

A Selc. with Notes biographi- 

cal and ] . four volumes, yn?!' 

oOaTO, 7 y KncUer, .Lely," Sec. 

Price los irconc)iyiiflgvolH{»6S, 

with a g< in the preis. 

The Original Works of William King, LL^D. Ad- 
vocate of Doflors Commons, Jcc. with Memoiri qfitlje 
Amhor and Hiftorical Notes by J. Nichols,. in .librec 
volumes, odlav?. Price iOE.-6d. iewcd. 

The Origin of Printiilg, in Two Efiays, by W. EWjvf pr' 
and J. Nichols. Oi^avo. Price 3s. ,fewed. 

The Hirtory of the Royal Abbey of Bee in Nor- 
mandy, tranflated from a. French MS. prcfcnled to Dr. 
Ducarel by Dom. Bourget, Price 36. iewcd. 

Hcjlin's Help to EngliQi Hiftory ; continiied to the 
prcfeot time by Paul Wright, D^ D. l\ S. A. Adonied 
.with fevcral cop per- plates. Price 8s. fcived. 

Six Old Plays, on which Shak^are founded fevcral 
of his Dramatic Writings. Two volumes, crow a oftavo, 
price 65. fcwed, 
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POSTSCRIPT, by the EoiTdR. 

The Aiithor of thefe Letters may' be 
confidered as a kind of Literary 
Phxnomenon; Mr, Sherlock travels 
through Italy, and publifhes a book 
at -Rome in Italian. He publifhes 
another in French at Paris. And it 
may not be unpleafing to the pur- 
chafers of this work to fee accounts 
- of the Author's merits, given by the 
' Journalifts and Reviewers of France 
and Italy. 

1. tixtraii du journal de lilterature des fitencet 
y des arts, annee ijSd, N" lo. 

** Beaucoup d'efprii, beaucoap dc gout, dea 

obfervauons fines, des vues neuves, de la chateur 

& meine de la deltcatofTe: tel efl le.cara^ere de 

M cea 
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ces Lettres d'un Voyageur Angloss, qui onl i^ imri- 
tent le plits grand Jucces. Un Angiois qui ccm 
& ecrit agreab^mept: eft-firaB5w»,-eft dq? u? 
plieDomene capable d'exciter la curiofire. 11 eft 
vrai, Monfieur, que notre Nation u'eft point en 
Ki4e .de-cccote I^, ^ fi'M, $Up!eck fe feet dp 
notre Idiope, poijr dqus faire p;irt de fes obfer- 
ifetions, les Anglois fe rappelleront avec quel 
ikctiVokattPt a-emptoje l6 hSfi OAbs ha EJfai 

placec a la tete. ^€ la he.nria^e. . 
■ 'Son ftyle eft' aife & a' de lagracc . .'. fes por- 
tiiaics font I>37dis & brilUnts . ; .4'a'uteHr Fn^trc 
jjiMr^ut d« la Higaciie, du gout.|c ^^ne i^-oT^bilite 
rare. Toutes.les fois qu'il parle des arts ou de 
Shakejpear fon ftyle a dela chaleur & de fcner- 
gie . . . 11 y a daos ees lettres desisoreeaux fail- 
la&s &' des Feflexipns pht^ft^^iqaea digtKS d'un 
grand ecrivain ... 

2. Extrait du journal de Paris. Luridi, 24 Jvril, 

17.80- 

*' Ces lcttr«s font ecrites avec beaucoup d'a- 

gretnent & raeme d' origioalite. EHea renfer- 

mcnt dc9 obfertfatibHS fines 85 judkiejifes far le» 

aits, fur fes raoeurs, fur la Hrteratare. L'atMeur 

femble »'cEre hx vmt loi de Taricp fes fcijeti-Sc 

ioa 
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fon: ftylc. Par-wot on rccohnolt rhomme d' 
effrit, I'obferTatcur, 5t I'ainateur eelaire . . . 
M..SherIock parle d'es arts & des talens avec 
Ja chaleur d'un homme qui les juge par la raifon 
& par le feniiment . . . Les tableaux qu'il trace 
du del tc dc la terre de Naples reprefenrent les 
conleurs vives & touchantes du modelej & fes 
remarqites fftr les-mceurs & fur I'efprit des Italiens 
font affaifonns^s dc traits heureux & fairians . . . 
II voic en phitofopHe, & peint en pocte." 

Pour le cnup ! M. Sherlock ne fe contente 
ftlnsrdc Iduer, d" adorer Shakefpear. II le defend, 
il actaque fes cnTrcmis; Jl fond fur Meffieors 
de Voltaire et de Fa' HaTpe. La renommec da 
premier ne Itri en'lmpofe pas; la fev^it^ da fe- 
cotid ne pcut RnriTntder. H jage avec rigueur^ 
cRt il, avec rigucur il/erajugi. 
'- Ccs Nouvelles Leitrcs feronr S cotrp filr aflez 
dTionneiir a leur auttur pour qn'il fe feiicitc de 
fes avoir public^s, et aii leftenr aflez de plaifir 
jibifr qu* apr8s les avoir lues, il fouhaite de les 
retire ehcoret 



Ai 4 3. ExtroH 
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3.. Extrait d'une kttre deM.Bt'm deSa'mmore aM.iff 
. Sherlock, pour le rementer d'un exempkire de 
: Jon Uvre itttiiule, Lettres d'un VoyageurAnglois* 

Journal de Paris, Lundif 1 Mai, 1780. 

" Independamment de ce que je vous dots, 
Monfieur, pour le cadeau dont vous m'avez ho- 
nore & pour le plaifir que m'a fait k lc£lure dc 
TOtrc ouvr^'e, vous avez encore df s droits a ma 
reconncnffance. Vous rendez juftice 3 ma patrie j 
■voire IWre eft. dedie a un Lord cheri de tous ecus 
qui Ic connoilTent ; vous faites un cloge merite dc- 
S. £. Mgr. le cardinal de Bernis, auquel je fuis at- 
uiche depiiis longtems par la reconnoiffance; voua 
appreciez nos grands hommes avec une impartia- 
lite peu ordinaire; yous ecrivez notrc langue avec 
une fneffe & une grace qui prouvent que vou» 
noos cres plu a I'etudler. Je vous prie de croire, 
MonGeur, que la Jii^eje et la profondeur At vo» 
obfervaiions, ainfi que la maniere ^quanie' doni 
■fous les prefeutez, nc oi'ont pas cchappe plus 
qu' a vos autres lefteurs, 

■ J' ai toujours eu une fecrette prediIc£lion pouf 
TOtre nation, et ceux que j'en ai connus, n'onC 
pas peu contribue a me I'infpirer . . . Vous m'an- 
nonccz, Monfieur, que vous devez biencot quitter 
Paris pour retourner s Londres. Alors voo» 
direz 
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direz fans cloute & vos compatnotes I'accueil ob- 
llgcant que vous avez refii des Fran9ois, matgre 
la grande qqerelle qui divife les deux nations. 
Vous leur direz que par-iouC on s'eft empreff^ ^ 
vous marquer Jes egards dus a votre m^i'itc et a; 
recherclier votre amiiie." 

4. Extrait du Journal Encyclopidiqtie, Dec- 1779. 

"... II ufe, on ne peut mieux, du talent An* 
glois de penfer beaucoup en peu de mots, et de 
parler a I'efpric par abbreviation". . . II ne faut 
ibuvent a M. Sherlock qu'un coup d'ceil pour 
voir et qu'un trait pburpeindre . '. , 

... II fembleici qbequelquc chofedu fpblime 
de I'ouvrage du fculp'teur ait palTe dans Tame de 
I'ecrivain pour fe cpmmuniquer a fon ftyle. Tome 
cetce lettre {T-ettreXII.) eft en effet admirable. 

Nous ne fuivrons pas M. Sherlock dans f^ 
march; ; maSs nous avons trouve dans chacun? 
de fes ietires une lefiure. variee et Iritcreffante, 
ides p.'nfees fines, des refle:;ions profondes, un 
gout dellcat, un jngement fain, cr.fin un efpril 
excellent, orne de connoilT^nces, un fentiment 
exquis des arts, le caraelere d'une ame honnete, 
la fage bardieffed'un amateur inftrurt, et un fiyle 
Ijrillant d'imagination, fans qu'elle nuife a la pre- 
ciQon des idees . . . 

M3 ...Voia 
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. . . VoUa done comme s'cjcprime un etrangcc 
dans DOtrc lapgue, tapdis qu'une multitude d'e? 
crivains nadonaux femble confpirer pour la dc- 
ihoaorcr par des outrage. qu les faqtes dcf^yie 
fourmillent. L'eftirae pour M. Sherlock doit en- 
core s'augmenterj fi l'«n fe rappelle qu'il fie 
poffede pas moins heureufement la langue Ita- 
lienne, comme il I'a prouv6 dans xm ouvrag^ 
ccrjt a Rome memc en cette langue, ouvr4ge 
auffi elegant que judicieux, compofe fur les 
priocipes d'une falne litterature, et qui fcroit 
encore utile aux jeunes gens qui cultivenr la 
pocfie, quand meme il ne leur feroit pas nccef; 
faire. Nous ne repeterons point ici les eloges 
que nous avons donnes a cet excellent ouvrage 
dans. notre journal du 15 Aout dernier. Nous 
ajouterons feulement, fans croire nous trompcr, 
que M. Sberlock eft Ic premier Anglois qui fe 
foil fait connoitre au public par des ouvrages 
€crits purement dans deux langues etrangeres. 



5. Exlnut 
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5. Exfrait du Merenre ie Mars, 1780. 

Nous aroos rendu compCe dMo ouvrage ^crU 
tin Ita-tjet) par M. de Sberlodc: en Toici un qui 
eft ecrit eri Fran^CMs par le jnemcauteur. Format 
fe veriit in omnts. Mais il a bteO -dunger 4)0 - 
forme, on I'eKouTc tou|odrj I'homme d'efpriti 
Hswnme fenfiblc aux beautes dtt arts, « pr^fyv* 
tpujonrs j'liomme de gout. N« paHez poini ^ 
§b^ejfe.ar a M. de Sherlock, & vpus le prendrez 
pour un Eleve d'Horace et de Bwleau. ' l,e» 
herefies fontj ditron, des opimous de £hoix. On 
ne conjprend pas trop comment M. de Sherlock 
A pu choifir cetie opinion, a laquelle il p?roit 
fort attactii^. Elle fera pour tous les Fran9ois 
^ peu-pips une herefie enorme, et une opinion 
qui ne paroitra pas mcme d'un choix heurcux. 
' La raaniere dont cet Anglois ^crit tour-a-tour 
en Italicn et en Francois, pan 
efpece de pheQoin^ne en ^tfsit 
fares ceu« qui icriVent d'ane 
bie la lang^e mime dans \&<\m 
a fentir et a penfer, qu'il fuffit \ 
deux langues elrang^res, auffi bicn que M. He 
Sherlock 6critle Francois et 4'ItaUen, pour fiwrc 
preuve d'un meriie ires diftingue. 

M4 Ar ^^ 
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Apres la Icflure des deux ouvrages dc M. dc 
Sherlock, dous demeurons perAiades que lors 
qu'il ne fera plus oblige de doaoer aux mots et 
au ftyle unc partie de rattcntion, qu'un ccrivain 
doit donDer a fon fujct et a fes id^es, qi}e lors qu'il 
^ira dans fa languc, M. de Sherlock meritera 
d'etre traduU dans toutes les autres. Uhe chofe 
bien pr6cieufe que I'oo remarque dans ce& deim 
ouvraget, c'eft cette fenlibilite d'un homme de 
blen, qui ne peut parler fans Je plus grand inte- 
ret d? tout ce qui regaide les vertus et le bonhcur 
derhomme; 

Et fpn ?n^e et fes incBurs emprcints dans feg 

ouvrages, 
N'offrent jamais de lul que de nobles images, 

6* Exfrait du Uereure de ^ai, 1780, 

Ce qui diftinguo fur-tout M. Sherlock de la 
foule des Vpyageprs Ecrivains, c'eft qu'il ne rd- 
pete jamais ce que d'autres ont dit avant lui. 
Jl rapporte ce qu'il a vu, et il a tout tu avec fes 
jeuxi il ^crit ce qu'il a penfe, et il n'a point 
pcnie d' apres les autres ; par tout il eft lui merne. 
C'eft la ce qui donne a fon ouvrage ce caraflcre 
4'priginalite, qui, lofs qu'jl eft accotopagne dc 
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la' raifon et da gout eft: I'empriinte et k fceau 
du Genie. 

Ne Tous attendcz pas a trpuvcr dans ces let- 
tres les noms de tous les tableaux fameux ou de 
toures les belles flatues de I'ltalie. M. Sherlock 
a bien fenii -qri'une pareiMe nomenclature (qui 
d'a'illeurs fc trouve' par-tout) fatiguoit vainement 
la memoire fans intercfler I'efprit, et qa'il y 
avoit des objets qu'on ne pouvoit voir qu' avcc 
raviflement, et dont on ne pouvoit lire les def- 
criptions qu' avec ennui. II a fait un livre et 
non pas un catalogue, Les chef d'oeuvres les 
plus parfaits font les feuls qui trouvent place 
dans fes lettres, et il n'en parle jamais qu' avec 
une clarle, une grace et vne noblejfe, qui font 
difparoi[re aux yeux du Icfteur tout ce que de fcm- 
blables defcriptions ont pour I'ordinairedefec etdc 
rebutant. Non content de nous montrer I'ouvrage 
qu'il veut nous faiic connottre, il nous montre 
dans rouTrage le genie de rArtiHe. C'eft ainfi 
que dans fes premieres lettres il a peint le g^nie 
du fculpteur Grec, par I'Apolion du Belvederes 
et c'eft ainfi que dans ce nouveau recoeil il nous 
fait voir dans la Transfiguration le genie de Ra- 
phael. Ce morccau eft admirable ■, mais fon 
^Ccndup nous empcche de le citer, et fa precifion 
|)ou? ote la poffibiltte de I'abreger; . 

Notts 
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Nous remarqqerpas eq p^nc que perippit): 
ne polTede mieux que M. Sherlock le talent fi 
dilEcUe de.k)uer r;iDs fadeur. Les louaqg^qui 
foriCDt de ia plume fuppoTeat uoe coniiolfianc^ 
de rhorame' et one peoewacion fi parfaites, et 
font cxprimees avcc une Jiobleffe fi impofante et' 
uo ion de franchife fi perfuafif, qu'Jl eft vrai da 
dire ^y'elles honorent a la fois^eliii qui les re- 
joi: ei cehii qui les donne *. 

Les nouvelles Letcres du Voyageur Angiois 
finiffent par ces mots : " Les premiers efforts que 
" j'ai fairs ppur plairc au public one etc rccus 
*' avpc iiiduigence.: fi cclui-ci merite le meme 
*' accucil, jc continuerai d'ecrire, mais comaie 
"je n'ecris que poar la gJoire, li jcceffed'inT 
" tereffer, je jetteina plume." 

Non, ^l. Sherlock ; que votre plume rcfte 
encore longtems cacre tos m^ilns pour notre m- 
flruflipn ei jxjur \-otre gloire. Continuez d'e- 
crire, ec vous coDiinucrez d'intcreffi:r. Quaod, 
pvec dcs idees neuvce ct vraies, avec un govt 
dclicat, un tafl lur, un efpric droit et oine, une 
imagination brillaiue, une cxprefllon lietii-ewfe, 
qujnd avec tons ces avancages qn Qiontre encore 

• Voj-ez'laLcttre XXXV. fur M. le Marcchal de 
«iron, Id •ie<.i\c:><K it Milord Briflcl, et une note fur M. 
I'AbbedcLngcaul, LettrtfXXlV. ' . 
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a> Qfleur ■droU «( If -cwaaerc^nae .an« lionucec# 
on peut.fe Hmex (ie|d^c 4 tput bomme ijia 
penfc et qui Xcdc, ft d'obtenit I'fiitiaie & Ts'^tnir. 
ration de$ gens de.gout ec des gem vcrtHcos de. 
tputes |es aatlQps.e; (}« iou? l^s liede«. 

7. Extrait ^ M^mn de iFisatirt 1780. 

Le croiroit-oa? M. de Shcsrlfigk, qui, dan?- 
tQut.fon Ouvrage (fitnji^ignd un giovane poe(d) 
n'a propofii pour modele que ks poetes du gout 
le plus pur ct le plus p^fait; qui ne parle pas 
des ancicns fans cnthoufiafme, et qui regarde 
Puileau comme Je guide le plus fur pour Ics 
jeunes poeces; M. de Sherlock termine fon 
ouvrage par un morceau fur Shakefpcar, oit U 
place cc poete andeffus des plus beciux gcnie» 
ancicns et modernes. Jufqu' a prefenc on eqi 
pris M. de Sherlock, a fes opinions pour ua 
Fran5ois, et a fon ftyle, pour un Italien : a 
peine eft il quellion de Shakefpcar, qu'on ne 
pcut s'cmpecher de lui dire: Ah! M, de Sherlock 
vous etes Anglois! 

L'Ouvragc de M, de Sherlock a excite les 
plus grands mouvemens en Italie; on I'a critique 
avec fureur } on I'a loue avec cnihoufiafme. 
Ij-'Abbe Scarpelli termine ainfi un fonnet qu'il 

lui 
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W a adreflS :** Horace et BdilAa/rejouii Sti 
" Ks difcoors, ont touni6 vers' nous Icurs re- 
**gards « fc fooc ^crife: O Italic ! volla ton 
••Longlo!" D'aotret L'ijtcrateurs Italrcns Tone 
Irait^i oon fculement commc un hommc de mau- 
T^s goutj mais comme un mechant homme: tls 
Voat tratte comme uB ecrapger mnemi qui ieroit 
all£ aciaquer Rome dans Rome m^me. Son 
Oovrage a eo en Italie un fucc^s compfer. 
' FoQF nous nous penfons qu'un homme qui i€- 
pand ainfi des lumieres dans les pays oh il voyage 
pour en acqu^rtr, doit h fon retour, en rapportcr 
beaucoup dans fa Patrie i ct quoique nous noy^ 
Ibyons pcrmis pluficurs fois de combattre M. de 
Sherlock, nous ne doutons pas qu'il ne fois 
deftin^ S augmcnter ce petit nombre d'Ecrivaina 
Angtois qui ont cnmmenc6 a jo'mdre Cdegance 
et la regularite du gmt^ hla bardie ffe et 4 lit 
frojondeur <Su genie de leur nation. 



Dal 
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Dal Giudizio dato dall' Efemeridi let- 
terarie di Roma ai N° VIII. IX. e X. 
deir anno 1779, full* opera inti- 
toiata Conjigiio ad un giovane poeta 
del Sig. Sherlock. 

jSmUut Plato, amicus Socraies, fed magis arnica vtrilas- 

NON ha potato I'Autore gcttarc unofguardo 
fulle deliziofe comrade d'ltalia fenza eflcrne 
penetrato (ti amnurazione. I f(K)i fenfi Todo (tati 
fcoffi dalle opere incantatrici di un Palladio, di 
ua -Michelangelo, di un Kaffaello : rimmortal 
Pecgolefe ha lufingato il fuo orecchio colla deli- 
eata armonia delle Aie note: U celcbre Iflorio- 
grafo dclla Rcpubblica Fiorentina ha rapito il 
foo animoj e i-ToU franchi, e ficuri^e' noftri 
Poeti Uriel lo hanno forprefa. Tale diffatti ^ lo 
fpettacolOf che I'italia prefenta ag]r ocdij di ognl 
cako Itraniera. Ma fpirin avvczzi ad elfer colpin 
ddlla mieftra profoildiia, e dalla robuftezza di 
Pope, di Dryden, .tli;.Younck, diBoileau, ed a 
femir .parlare. la ragidse fulle labbra di Calliope, 
c di EucerpSf come- fo quelle >di PIatone> e di 
Socrate poffoilo eili piegarfiegualmcnte ad ofFcrir 
degl*. 
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degl* incehfi ali!Ippogrifo''di Aftolfo,. e sd ipvo- 
care con divota fiducia, ' 

' Pap^ Satan; Fape SOTaff Ateppe? 

...Noi no'n vogliam drfpehfarci dal referire le 
fue fteffe pafoler i noftrf fett^t ci torran per- 
mettere di allontanarci J^!&)ii^ pt'edifioae^eE' 
rapporto ad iin'opera, che ha polio in fermento 
tutto it! fe'giie poeritBlialiano. . . . ' ' "■ 

La fua Opera ha eccltata Una lerribile rivoln* 
aioacndl' intrflewiitrrqiHibliHCii dc' noilti Poetf; 
die no direbht VTaiooe^fe foffie al pat di no? 
t^eitatoce ddt' tsriuLbUita, coat cui kme accoltti 
fra kjfo deQe: terka refer fecrc, e incontraftalriU 
dal confenfo di tafflia ]a Terra, c fe feriflfcra e 
&Qi orecchj (tome i ooftri le grida fectiziafe>-0 
c-anfuTe-, coo cqd fc ne- elaeds lapi^ irrxgionewole 
Vcndcita? 

...PdiTiad'iDQiijatcLXf'agiotuire dtefa, ^dEgwsf 
di' ciTer rifowi il trarto (£ inafcfiifl eb^snzzi 
don cui il' Sig. Sberkick tnedcfitao fi - aprr la 
ftxsdia a partarite. ** Ncl momcBto, die' egli« 
^dt aii:l gvcrca fra riiighUxeitni« c.IaFraacia, 
*• parra forfe ftraocdinarict at miagiorant (enorc/ 
'' cbe id' asck&a di fare k'elogio detia lenoratKcst 
" pBaacrfc^ Egli conofcc ptxo i jiriocipj della 
**'mianazionE:. Uclttglefe ardtfcciempre cendei! 
3 " giuftizia 
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•'gioflhia at nterttbi" Qiiando' la fo* patrix ha 
*' Mfogno del firo «ni%Ko, e pronro a {cnhh. 
**' con tmti i fuo talenti ; quancfo ^iTu T»a bifogncr 
" del' Tuo' fanguo, e-prortto a verlarlo fiiro all* 
•'' Liiiima goccia; ma nell'iftelRji tenlpo, ^ inca- 
* p*ee di- non retrtter giulKzia: ditun nemico.' 
" Non v' e una guerra contro' Ic" lettere Fran*' 
" cefi: gli uoinini di lettcre dovcebberq fffer 
" coflip;Kriotti""dappertutto; dovrcbbero vivdrf 
"■ in 'etefiia pace, e rentier gluflizU a' ^tnerito 
** vivo d morto a Londra, a Pacjgi*. ^ Roma, fU.\ 
*** Atene.*" Terribile lezione per gl' Italianit 
1)1^11(6 menb fbda', ed ppportuna di quelle^ che it 
Stg. ^ertoct h? d^te loro (alb. Poefia, ma forfe 
Yana egualtnerite ! 

... In tutte le opimorii del Sig. SThefloct, cbe' 
noi abbiamo riferiie, vediamo un rifultato di una 
lunga applicazione, e dt un profondo Audio 
iapra i migliQri. Auwul Cted>. Latiui^ E'caji^fi, 

^dfeigico, . . ;,., , . - . 

... Cosi penfa udr fpi*:itQ, iJlMciiiiato, g^ 
pacta un afliiqo della vcrira-. • ..Ghiajr^f^iiceil 
feocimento aUa ft«ril.e patoU Ci cpnspiaccra. deU' 
^loquenza del nQftro suiprc^ e.§U fara iodulgetite 
per qyalche difettg meUa fceiu- dc' tefawoi.iir 
grazia della giufteiza d«)T« I4«e, e de! xm tr»tti._ 
con cut fono dlpinte. . . 

■ La 
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I^ Dedicatoria cbe accompagDa quefta opera 
lara una delle poche dedicatorie che faraiino tettct' 
Ella e degaa di htti di efier guflaia per la pre- 
ctlione con cui e coDcepita, e per la venuHa di 
cui e fparfa. Speriamo, che i iloftri lettori ci 
fapranno grado di non arerli defraudati anchc di 
quefta elegante produzione * ' • 

VAutore ha con/egnato quattrecenio efemplari 
delta fua Opera al tJbraro Gregorio Settari per 
venderji. llSignor Marchefe Maccaranifecondando 
te intenzioni del Signer Sherlock^ ba avuto la bont^ 
^incaricarfi di ricevere it denaro, che ne proverra, 
\ e dijiribuirio a povere vedo'ue bifognofe. ^efi» 
tratto di umanith fa I'ehgio del di lid cuarCj eomi 
rOpera lo/a ddfm Jpirito, ■ 

Tranllated*- 

^t author hm given four huridred copies of this 
look to the btoifeller Gregorio Settari to fell, th^ 
Marquis of Maccafani, feconding thi intentions' of 
Mr, Sherlock, has had ihd gdodriefs fo charge hint' 
felf to receive the monefy drifirig from the fate^ 
and to dijlrihute it to poor widows in dtjirefs* 
^is trait of humanity fpeaks as ftrongly in favour* 
cf bis kcart as the Work does of his talents. 
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